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DR. ADDISON AND 


HE President of the Local Government Board 

seems to have many advisers, and to be 

surrounded by a large number of conflicting 

interests, but we are glad to see that however 

desirable, far-reaching, and carefully matured 
schemes may be for the re-housing of the nation, he is not 
likely to turn his gaze from the immediate problem, which 
is the provision of housing accommodation—anyhow in 
some measure—at the earliest possible moment. The 
scheme under which the Local Authority was to contribute 
25 per cent. of the cost of any housing scheme the loss on 
which outlay would fall upon the local rates, is to be 
abindoned, and the liability for any losses is now to be 
limited to the amount obtainable from a penny rate, but 
to stimulate action this concession is to be limited to schemes 
submitted to the L.G.B. during the next twelve months and 
completed during the next two years. The full cost of 
the scheme will be met by the local authority in the first 
instance by the raising of a loan, and it is considered 
desirable that these loans should be raised in the open 
mitket, where possibly better terms will be available than 
those to be obtained by a Government department. As 
the outlay will be large in many cases, payment on account 
will be made by the Local Government Board on_pro- 
visional estimates of income and expenditure. When the 
houses have been built and let, a transitional period relative 
to the subsidy will continue until March 31st, 1927, and 
the Board will retain some control by paying only wher 
due economy in the management of the property can be 
shown. The rents for which the houses are to be let are to 
be the highest obtainable. In the case of a Rural District, 
the interpretation of ‘‘ produce of a penny rate” is 
to be taken to refer to the whole district. In order to 
facilitate progress, all local matters will be referred to Housing 
Commissioners, who will be appointed to control districts, 
and this decentralization ought to do much to assist in the 
rapidity of house erection. We are glad to note that 
Sir James Carmichael will be at the head of this depart- 
ment, which suggests that its methods will be practical 
and businesslike. When we read that over. 1,000 local 
authorities have undertaken to submit schemes, but 
that the plans ready only account for 12,000 houses, 
we may well believe that some incentive to progress is 
necessary. Another important development is the exten- 
sion of the scheme to include the improvement of slum 
areas. This should materially improve the prospect of 
the early removal of insanitary districts, but we hope it, 
will not mean that these schemes will take precedence of 
new housing plans, as we hold strongly that for some time 
to come construction must precede any destruction. 


We fear that the penny rate scheme is not going to be 
carried through without opposition. It may have the 
desired effect in limiting the liabilities of the borough 
councils and thus enabling them to embark upon their housing 
programmes on a definite financial basis, but it entirely 
upsets the plans of the London County Council, if we are 
to accept the position as explained in The Times last week. 
Lord Downham’s (Mr. Fisher’s) scheme for spending about 
35 million pounds in seven years on clearing insanitary areas 
and on new housing has been put into working order after 
a report to and conferences with the L.G.B. on the whole 
housing question for London and the Home Counties. 
Under the 25 per cent. scheme a loss of £55,000 could have 
been met by the levy of a penny rate for the London rate- 


HOUSING SCHEMES. 


payer. Under the new scheme there will be no contribution 
to the cost of housing schemes unless the loss exceeds the 
amount produced by a penny rate. Supposing the an ual 
loss on the Council’s scheme to be £100,000, for example, 
under the old scheme the Council would only be responsible 
for £25,000, but under the new for the whole £100,000 since 
a penny rate levied by the Council produces no less than 
£180,000. Now this change in Dr. Addison’s programme 
will presumably involve Parliamentary sanction, and if this 
is to meet opposition we may be involved in further delay, 
which would be most unfortunate. 

A deputation from the Labour Housing Association 
met the President last week, representing 150 organisations, 
and asked for a national housing and town planning scheme 
embracing the provision of new towns and garden cities 
with houses to be let at rentals within the means of the 
wage earner. It was requested that land be acquired under 
compulsory powers and that the scheme be developed by 
the Local Authorities. Dr. Addison explained that these 
objects were being dealt with as rapidly as possible. He 
welcomed the support of public opinion, which can be formed 
by the efforts of all the associations interested in housing, 
but he declined to embark on this question of revised rating. 
That is, he sticks to the point, namely, that the need is 
immediate, and must be dealt with in a form which can 
be compassed now. 

It is well to reflect on this aspect of the problem, and 
to keep it before us. There is plenty of enthusiasm in 
certain quarters, and we have scores of committees, but 
there is a distinct danger, as evidenced by the housing 
deputation to which we have referred, of making such 
wide demands that nothing will be done in the way of 
providing actual house room for years if they are all con- 
ceded. We all want an ideal England, but surely at a 
time when half a million families stand in urgent need of 
houses it is little better than obstruction to demand a new 
heaven and a new earth. We hold that all that can be 
done now is to see—and the Local Government Board should 
see—that any schemes embarked upon are not likely, in 
the state of present knowledge, to conflict with the probable 
trend of traffic and housing development on national lines 
later on. If we are to wait to develop some local area 
because a town planning scheme is maturing, because a 
central authority Bill is to be presented to Parliament, or 
because certain associations are—probably rightly—pressing 
for a wide and united line of action, we may as well leave 
the housing of the home-coniing, fighting man to be dealt 
with by our children. Some mistakes may occur, and 
some developments may, in the light of experience, prove 
to have been capable of better handling, but the grandest 
universal scheme will not be perfect. We have put forward 
in these columns the suggestion that many houses might 
be temporary erections designed to last five or ten years, 
after which the tenant could quit or buy his land and 
build, with assistance in the matter of borrowing on mort- 
gage under liberal conditions, and in the light of all these 
various views and, in many cases, of conflicting interests, 
we repeat the proposal and would even go as far as to 
suggest in certain instances the rapid construction of 
temporary means of transport. Had it been a matter of 


housing half a million souls to enable the war to be carried 
on successfully, we should have done it already. In a word, 
don’t let us lose our sense of proportion and forget the 
essence of our need in trying to make a perfect country. 
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ae 
NOTES. 


WE commend to the atten- 


Bolte tom. tion of the R.I.B.A. Com- 
satitien. mittees dealing with recon- 


struction and to all archi- 

tects the thoughtful letters on this com- 
petition which we print on p. 199, as 
some important issues are raised. The 
anomalies and absurdities of the com- 
petition system have been criticised 
and condemned in the past in letters 
to the Press, articles and addresses, 
until something approaching unanimity 
has been reached that the system as 
carried out has very little to recommend 
it and a great deal to condemn it. 
And still it continues, as those architects 
possessed of the competition instinct 
prefer the slender chance which is 
offered of winning a prize in this way 
and, it may be, quickly reaching an 
eminence in the profession, to the more 
ordinary method of securing work. It 
is easy to understand this, but what is 
surprising is the willingness of archi- 
tects to compete under the ordinary 
wasteful conditions and, as Mr. Ashford 
says, “surely the time has arrived for 
a reconsideration and revision of the 
present miserable inducements to the 
profession to give of its best.” 


Tae letter from Messrs. 
Stott & Sons raises an 
interesting point in design, 
viz., as to how far con- 
centration in planning should be carried 
in the interests of economical outlay. 
We think it may be argued that the 
planning of “school buildings and of 
cottage {buildings in relation to the 
acreage covered can hardly be viewed 


Concentra: 
tion in 
Planning. 
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on parallel lines; and that to plan 
schools on anything like the extended 
order of cottage buildings would be 
obviously impossible. It may, however, 
be further argued that both schools and 
hospitals should be kept within more 
definite limits as to size and that large 
assemblages of such buildings are not 
in the general public interest. Obviously 
the relation of occupied buildings in such 
a scheme as that at Bolton must be 
calculated in reference to the whole site 
and not in regard to the actual land 
covered by the buildings. 





THE correspondence in our 
Architects’ columns in reference to the 
Assistants. position and especially the 
pay of architects’ assistants, 
appears to have led to the formation of 
a union or society to represent assis- 
tants. No one, we believe, who has 
read the correspondence referred to 
and has impartially considered the 
statements and claims made _ will 
be surprised that assistants are taking 
action, and as far as we _ have 
been able to ascertain, there will 
be no unwillingness on the part of 
most architects to recognise such a 
society and pay a salary based on the 
changed conditions which have arisen 
since 1914. But much depends on the 
return to normal conditions. As one 
architect remarked to us recently: 
“ When I am able to put in hand the 
work I have in my office I shall have 
the busiest time of my life, and as that 
work will cost more, I shall be able- to 
pay my assistants on a more liberal 
scale.”’ This, we believe, will be the 
general attitude of architects toward 
their assistants, but in any case we 
think there is need for united action. 
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An exhibition which will 
The A.A. interest our readers is the 
Exhibition. small collection of drawings 
which has been hung in the 
rooms of the Architectural Association 
at 35, Bedford-square, which are on sale 
for the benefit of the Association. No.1 
is a fine bit of pastel work by Mr. 
Leonard Richmond, called the “‘ Land 
of Castles,”’ and shows the power of the 
brilliant artist in the portrayal of rich 
colour and vivid lights, a result which 
he never obtains with any loss of 
harmony in the colour. Mr. W. J. 
Millard sends some refined water- 
colours. Sir Ernest George has one of 
his most interesting architectural water- 
colours of Prague. A charming pastel 
drawing of Siena, by Mr. F. W. Carter; 
a delicate water-colour of Kensington 
Palace, by Mr. A. B. Yeates ; a telling 
sketch of Malines, by Mr. Douglas Wells; 
and three vigorous water-colours by 
Mr. E. A. Rickards, are amongst the 
noticeable exhibits ; and we must not 
omit mention of the delightful pencil 
drawings by Mr. Harold Falkner of Brad- 
ford-on-Avon and aninterior. Amongst 
other exhibits are one of Mr. Alfred 
Drury’s graceful bronze figures, some 
Chinese vases, blue-and-white pots, and 
a beautiful little bone box, given by Mr. 
L. A. Turner. We should like to see 
more exhibitions of this kind at_the 
Association Galleries. 





THE position of the bath- 
The Cottage T00m in a cottage has been 
Bathroom. the subject of much dis- 

cussion, and, notwithstand- 
ing some adverse opinion, it seems to be 
conceded that a bathroom is to be 
considered a necessity. If one con- 


siders the economic view alone, the 
may 


bathroom well be downstairs; 





Ce a ‘ — - 
Maire wart D>guare 
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‘Suggested Improvements 
ty Wm woodward ar-1.32 


The above illustration shows the placing of Alfred Gilbert’s Fountain in the centre of 


Trafalgar Square, and a central flight of steps from the Nat 


ional Gallery Terrace. 
(See Professor Pite's article on p. 203.) 
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fit is to be used in a mining district, 
i; will also be downstairs, but if we 
gre to consider’ the comfort of ‘ the 
mother of a household, we may 
resume its proper position is upstairs. 
A builder who has had considerable 
experience in housing and domestic 
work generally—Mr. Charles Bright- 
man, of Watford—has issued a circular 
letter to Local Authorities, strongly 
condemning the plan of having the bath 
in the scullery and urges that it should 
be near the fire in the warm living- 


room. He says baths-in_ sculleries 
meai' store places for rabbits, vege- 
tables, &c., and that they will never 


be p: sperly used unless they are placed 


unde’ reasonable conditions of comfort. 





Durine the discussion on 
Housing the paper on “ Housing,” 
Adi recently read by Mr. Ray- 
sory : 
Architects. Mond Unwin at _ the 
I.B.A., a very timely 
word was put in by Mr. S. B. Russell 
as ‘o the employment of architects 
whe: he said :—‘‘ In the carrying out 
of tiis housing work, I trust that this 
Institute will advise, so that it does 
not iall into the hands of a few syndi- 
cates that might be formed to exploit 
this opportunity at the expense of their 
fellow architects. Advisory architects 
could be selected to work in collabora- 
tion with the surveyors of building 
authorities in different centres in pre- 
paring their town-planning schemes, 
and these advisers distribute the archi- 
tectural work in connection with each 
scheme among architects in the locality. 
This would prevent monotonous 
repetition of design in each township 
and stimulate a healthy rivalry between 
these men to produce their best in co- 
ordinated effort.”’ 





Wiru reference to the illus- 

Proposed tration of a bridge at Glas- 
Bridge over gow in our last issue it may 
the Clyde. he explained that this is 
offered as the solution of a 
century-old problem, that of uniting the 
leading thoroughfares on each side of 
the river by an uninterrupted roadway 
and at the same time preserving an 
uninterrupted waterway for the con- 
siderable traffic of the river. The quay- 
side cross-harbour traffic is also pro- 
vided for by means of an electric trans- 
porter bridge, the suspended platform of 
which is indicated onthe sketch. Many, 
schemes have been suggested for an 
opening bridge of one kind or another, 
but it has at last, we believe, been 
realised that the interruption of traffic 
in the heart of a great city which such 
a proposal involves would be intolerable. 





A Memoriat Service to 
, members who have fallen in 
the war will be held at St. 
Margaret’s Church, West- 
minster, at 3.15 p.m. on Monday, 
March 31. With the cessation of the 
Military Service Acts candidates for the 
Institution Scholarships may again be 


The 
Surveyors 
Institution. 
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King Charles I Statue at Ries Gress 


(See article on ** National Memorials,” 


expected to be forthcoming, and the 
Council have, therefore, decided again 
to offer for competition yearly two 
scholarships of the value of £80 per 
annum, and two of £50, each tenable for 
three years at any recognised Uni- 
versity in the United Kingdom selected 
by the successfu] candidates; the 
courses of instruction also to be selected 
by the successful candidates, subject 
only to their being of such a nature as 
the Council may approve as bearing on 
the profession of a surveyor. 





WE have always contended 
that the greatest encourage- 
ment should be offered to 
the poorer classes to become 
the owners of their houses, 
both for their own advantage and for 
the additional security it offers to the 
settlement of law and order. We are 
therefore glad that the question of 
financing the erection of workmen’s 
dwellings has been made th¢ subject of a 


Private 
Enterprise 
an 
Building. 


circular in which Mr. E. Montague 
Edwards, J.P., urges the encourage- 


p. 203). 


ment by Government of private enter- 
prise. He suggests that there are 
great numbers of competent builders 
who, if assured that the Government 
would assist, would co-operate in the 
provision of houses for private owner- 
ship. He outlines a scheme by which 
Local Authorities could stimulate enter- 
prise and do much to facilitate small 





house building in the areas of the 
smaller boroughs. 
Profit. - be profit-sharing scheme 
Sharing Which Mr. Walter Lawrence 
in the (President of the Institute 
Building of Builders) outlines .on p 209 
Industry. interests us greatly, and we 


confess we should like to-see the experi- 
ment made. It should make an appeal to 
labour, as it cannot be said to be lacking 
in fairness, and it is on such lines, we 
believe, the appeal to labour must be 
made. Whether the scheme would work 
is another matter, but Mr. Lawrence, 
like other captains of industry, is not 
lacking in courage, as the offer he makes 
at the end of his article shows. 
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GENERAL NEWS. 


Appointment. 


Mr. F. Morrall Maddox, A.R.I:B.A., M.S.A. 
the Assistant Architect to the Stoke-on-Trent 
Education Committee, has been appointed 
Architectural Assistant to the Borough Surveyor 
of Southport. 


Roman Catholic Cathedral, Quebec. 


The Roman Catholic Cathedral at Chicou- 
timi, Quebec, has been completely destroyed 
by fire. The loss includes a painting by 
Rubens, valued at £20,000. 


The Architectural Association. 


An exhibition of drawings, sketches, &c., to be 
sold in aid of the funds of the Architectural 
Association, is being held daily between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m., from February 24 
to March 8. 


The Bedford War Memorial. 


At a meeting of the Governors of Bedford 
County Hospital it was decided to provide a 
convalescent home in connection with the 
hospital as a war memorial. 


Mr, F. Parker. 

Mr. Frederick Parker, architect and surveyor, 
acting land agent for the Holland County 
Council, ‘died at his residence in Tawney-street, 
Boston, on the 19th inst., aged forty-nine years. 


Mr. Horace Cheston. 


We regret to anno.nce the death of 
Mr. Horace Cheston, F.R.I.B.A., F.S.I. Mr. 
Cheston, who was 69 years of age, was engaged 
upon Government work at Great Yarmouth up 
to the time of his death. 


Bridge as War Memorial. 


A suggested war memorial for Cowes and 
East’ Cowes, Isle of Wight, is a cantilever bridge 
to cross the river Medina with a span of 100 ft. 
If this project is carried out the present floating 
bridge, which affords communication between 
the two towns, will no longer be required. 


A Quaker Village. 

In the presence of a representative gathering 
of the members of the Society of Friends, 
the foundations of the first cottage in the 
Quaker village at Jordans, near Beaconsfield, 
Bucks, were laid. A village green of 4 acres 
and a wood of 10 acres are to be preserved as 
open spaces for the use of the inhabitants and 
the public. The whole property to be laid out 
consists of about 100 acres. 


Government Orders for Bricks. 


In the House of Commons, Mr. Kellaway 
(Deputy Minister of Munitions), in reply to Mr. 
Tyson Wilson (Lab., Lancs., West Houghton), 
said orders had been placed for 350,000,000 
bricks with makers in all parts of England and 
Scotland, and orders up to a total of 
2,000,000,000 would be placed as soon as pos- 
sible. An order had been placed for joinery 
with the Pegasus Aircraft Co., Ltd., Tooting, 
and one for locks with Messrs. J. Gibbon & Co.. 
Wolverhampton, 


Reconstruction Problems. 


The re-settlement of Navy fficers is dealt 
with in one of the Reconstruction Series issued 
by the Ministry of Reconstruction. A perusal 
of this little booklet (price 2d.) is to be recom- 
mended, and the section devoted to special 
grants and state grants for training shows 
that the authorities have the best interests of 
the nation at heart. We should have liked t 
have seen in this little booklet some par. 
ticulurs respecting architectural education 
facilities. Scholarships are given in some of 
our colleges and schools, and surely a description 
of the main conditions would not have been 


Out of place. And possibly they would have 
been included had the Ministry of Recon- 
struction received any data on the subject. 


Temporary Buildings. 


Sir Alfred Mond, in a written reply to Mr. 
Briant, who asked whether, in view of the 
number of temporary buildings erected or 
acquired and the reduction of the staffs, there 
was not sufficient accommodation without the 
further expenditure of public money, states that 
temporary buildings are now being erected, and 
it has been decided to erect others, to accom- 
modete the staffs of public departments, as only 
by so doing can hotels, museums, and comman- 
deered premises at present in use for that pur- 
pose be surrendered. The reduction of staffs 
has not so far proceeded so rapidly as the creation 
of new departments to deal with demobilisation 
and other post-war problems.—In reply to Mr. 
Ramsden, he says that thirty premises have been 
commandeered in London and the country since 
the signing of the Armistice, mostly for the 
Ministry of Labour in connection with demobil- 
isation, and for the Ministry of Pensions. The 
Hotel Victoria is the only building of a capital 
nature that has been finally vacated up to the 
present time. 


Second Lieutenant D. E. Cruickshank. 


Second Lieutenant Donald Edward Cruick- 
shank (10th Border Regiment, attached 5th 
Wilts), was the second son of Mr. G. E. Cruick- 
shank, of Lincoln’s-inn, who was born in 1887. 
received his early education at Tanton House 
School, Holland Park, W. ; at Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School, Barnet; and at Aldenham 
School. Having obtained a mathematical exhi- 
bition at St. John’s College, Cambridge, he 
went into residence there in October, 1906 
He rowed in the first Lent boat and second 
May boat for his college club (the Lady Mar- 
garet Boat Club); and was in the winning 
crew of the senior trial eights of the same club 
in 1917. He took his degree in honours in 
the Mathematical Tripos of 1909.° On leaving 
Cambridge, he joined the School of the Archi- 
tectural Association, and won the Banister 
Fletcher Bursary in 1912-13 with measured 
drawings of Wells Cathedral. At the outbreak 
of the war, he was an assistant in the firm 
of Messrs. Nicholson & Corlette, of 3, New- 
square, Lincoln’s-inn, architects, to which 
firm he had been articled. Directly war was 
declared, he joined the University and Public 
School Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers. He 
took part in the evacuation of Gallipoli, was in 
Egypt for some time, and afterwards went to 
Mesopotamia. At the first disaster at Sanna-i- 
Yat, he was in the first line of the attack, on 
April 9, 1916, and was last seen on the parapet 
of the Turkish trenches. 


** Must We Trade in Tenths > ”’ 


This is the title of a pamphlet by Mr. Alfred 
Watkins, and is a plea for an octaval coinage 
basis. The claim for such a basis is founded on 
the facilities it gives for halving and the con- 
sequent use of small numbers and avoidance of 
fractions. The decimal system is vigorously 
belaboured upon this, which is, of course, its 
weak point, but the obvious advantages of 
decimals in many other directions are by no 
means fairly explained. The author would 
keep the half crown and the sovereign, and 
divide the former into eight groats and the 
groat into eight cents. A large number of 
examples are given to show that trade in this 
country is carried on on a binary system, but the 
very wide present use of the decimal system is 
somewhat ignored. The whole subject of 
weights and measures and coinage has become 
intensely important from an _ international 
standpoint, and any views advanced should be 
caretvlly weig ed. Though we cannot wholly 


accept this slender exposition, we hope that 
these matters will receive adequate international 
discussion after the Peace Conference, with a 
view to obtaining some general uniformity. 
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EXHIBITIONS OF THE WEEK. 


The National Portrait Society at the Grosvenor 
Gallery. The Camperdown Collection at 
Christie s. 


Tue eighth annual exhibition of the National 
Portrait Society opened last Saturday at the 
Grosvenor Gallery, is interesting, attractive, 
eminently a live exhibition, exhibiting the 
personality of the artists. Alvaro Guevara jg 
reserved in colour in “The Artist’s Mother”, 
the quiet figure possesses dignity, and is dimly 
reminiscent of Whistler’s world-famed master. 
piece. Ambrose McEvoy shows himself more 
and more as a brilliant colourist. We find this 
in “‘ The Polish Lady,” but still more in “ The 
Green Hat,” where the brilliant green gives just 
the note required against the flesh tones. In his 
“* Study for a Portrait of Miss Lillah McCarthy” 
his palette is more opulent, not to say violent; 
but we find some lovely colour schemes in hig 
water-colours—“* Mrs, Satterthwaite,” ‘ Olga 
Lynn,” above all a delicious child, “ Fif, 
Daughter of Captain Schuster ”—which may be 
intended as scaffolding for larger works. but are 
sufficient in themselves. Mr. John Sargent 
appears with a portrait painted some time ago, 
and not of first interest; but the President, 
Mr. Augustus John, has a strong head of the 
Welsh poet, W. H. Davis, and a three-quarter 
length of Miss Pettigrew. solidly drawn and 
altogether admirable. We believe that Mr. 
Jagger is a newcomer to this Society, but, 
admiring as we do this artist’s work, we feel 
that here he scarcely does himself justice. His 
charcoal study for the ‘ Bolshevist ’’ of last 
year's Academy of course speaks—or rather 
shouts—for itself, and the “ self-portrait 
sketch’ is full of character; but the ‘ Mrs, 
Henry Knox,” and still more “Mrs. Violet 
Putnam,” are too smoothly treated, and lacking 
just that quality of personal expression which 
we might have expected. 

In the large gallery Mr. Frangis Howard’s 
portrait of the Duchess of Marlborough is to be 
noted, as well as Mr Ranken’s “ Ernest 
Thesiger, Esq.”’ It seems difficult to conceive 
this figure, so absolutely alive, as by the same 
hand as the flat, smooth, inanimate ‘“ Lieut. 
Colonel Sir Samuel Hoare” in the same room, 
which pourtrays the present gallant member for 
Chelsea. In this first room—and, in fact, in the 
whole exhibition—Mr. McEvoy and Mr. Epstein 
hold the honours in the sister arts of painting 
and sculpture. 

Without being professed admirers of Mr. 
Epstein’s art, especially in its exaggerations, 
we must confess ourselves amazed.at the sheer 
artistic grasp and science of modelling shown in 
these portrait busts of Mrs. Jacob Epstein and 
Meum Stewart. In both we feel communicated 
the tactile pleasure of the artist’s hand, most of 
all in the half-length of Miss Stewart, even 
more here than in the original wax study. 
Admirab] > is the poise of the head and the sweep 
of the left arm, though the right, with its difficult 
twist of the hand, seems weak and over-long 
from elbow to wrist ; but why, we may surely 
ask, could not these two admirable works have 
been raised to the eye-line of the beholder, who, 
instead, is obliged to look down on the top of 
Mrs. Epstein’s head through a glass case ? 

The sale last week at Christie’s of the Ear! of 
Camperdown’s pictures aroused considerable 
public interest. The paintings by Reynolds 
included that artist’s fine self portrait in his 
robes as D.C.L., the portrait (said to be) of 
Lady Diana Beauclerk, and the lovely figure, also 
by Reynolds, of ‘‘ The Piping Shepherd.” But 
the highest ‘sale figure of the collection was 
brought by J. M. W. Turner’s noble sunset view 
of the “‘ Palace of Linlithgow,” which, starting 
at 1,000 guineas, came to Messrs. Agnew for 
7,400 guineas. Gordon’s fine portrait of Sir 
Walter Scott, with his staghound ‘ Bran,” 
beside him, came also into the same hands at 
4,200 guineas. But the greatest interest was 
aroused by a work by the French painter De 
Troy (1679-1752), whose work is as rare as it is 
attractive, and whose “ Reading from Moli¢re” 
fetched 5,000 guineas—a ‘figure which did not 
surprise those who knew. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Departmental Architecture. 
Sir,—Messrs. Wigglesworth ‘& Fletcher, in 
their article (No. 4), prove, according to 
theory, that Departmental Architecture must 
necessarily be bad ; and work emanating 
architects always eminently 


from } rivate 
petter. Theories have a wav of breaking down 
in practice. Sir Henry Tanner pertinently 


points out that those gentlemen are somewhat 
mfortunate in selecting the new War. Office 
and offices of the Local Government Board 
to be good examnles of the work of private 
architects. Let us ‘Shave a look at them,” 
particularly the latter. The building is extra- 
yagantly planned; valuable space, which is 
wanted for offices, is wasted in corridors and 
stair About twenty-five per cent. more 
accommodation could have been obtained on 
eah floor. Many of the rooms are dark, 
disma! and depressing to work in, as so much 
necessary window space has been sacrificed 
tothe elevations. Are they worth the sacrifice ? 
Js the building worthy of its magnificent site ? 
Does it Show any imagination, originality or 
raise 2 Spark of enthusiasm in the breast of the 
beholder ? The work of the up-to-date Depart- 
ment that is housed within asks for something 
fresh in the way of treatment, if suitable 
expression is to count for anything. What is 
given ?—a hash of eighteenth century features, 
served cold, without any modern flavouring or 
anything added to give point or piquancy. 


ses. 


There is a stilted, high-shouldered “ base- 
ment.’ rioting in rustications, with a row of 


dumpy, ugly windows in the upper part. 
just at the level where the finest features of 
the design are looked for. The angle towers in 
Whitehall are about the limit in feeble design ; 
those in Great George-street are better, but 
out of place and hardly worth the money 
expended onthem. The quadrant corners of the 
Park front are badly proportioned copies of the 
beautiful circular corner of the Foreign Office 
blo i; and the building, generally, is entirely 
lacking in distinction. — 

Kveryone will sympathise with private 
architects who want more work; but, would 
they be any better off if the official architects 
were demobilised to-morrow ? They are quite 
capable of holding their own in the open 
market ; would probably get their fi ll share of 
official work ; and, possibly, some of that which 
is, at present, done by the private practitioner. 

Two items of actual fact may be quoted 
against unproved theory. An improvement 
scheme was once wanted, and a design by an 
architect of note selected in competition ; 
but it was set aside in favour of a better plan 
prepared by an official (!), which was executed, 
In the competition for the Port of London 
Authority Offices, designs prepared by two 
members of the small but highly efficient class of 
architectural assistants, who were handicapped 
by having only their evenings to work in, 
gained two out of the five places in the final, 
in competition with the whole of the profession ! 
If Messrs. Wigglesworth & Fletcher gained 
their end they might possibly be doing the 
stall a service. IMPARTIAL. 

London, February 17, 1919. 

(*,* This letter reached us too late for last 
We wish our correspondert had been 
able to give his name for publication, as anony- 
mous controversy makes reply difficult or 
impossible. Although the Local Government 
Board offices were erected from the sketch 
plans of the deceased architect, it is believed 
by those who knew him and his work well that 
had he lived to carry out this scheme the drawings 
would have been developed as the building 
progressed. For our own part, we think the point 
raised is of importance, and ought not to be 
allowed to rest where it is.—Ep. } 


issue, 


Architects’ Assistants. 
Str,—Your correspondent, *A.R.I.BA.” has, 


if | might say so, “* hit the nail on*the head ” 
in suggesting a trade-union of architects’ 


assistants; although the title may appear 
undignified or unprofessional, such an organiza- 
tion, is, nevertheless, necessary. Even the 
medical profession found it necessary to form 
themselves into a‘* union” in order to protect 
their financial interests. 

The salary of the architects’ assistant in 
the past waS meagre enough, but the. future 
outlook is deplorable. One is frequently met 
with an offer of £4 per week to prepare working 
drawings, details, specifications, _ bills of 
quantities, land surveys, &c., which is less 
than the clerk of works or skilled mechanic 
receives for far less responsible work. 

The R.I.B.A. appears to do nothing to assist 
its members in this direction, and the fact that 
an architect’s assistant is a member of the 
Institute is no guarantee of obtaining a living 
wage. There is, however, the employment 
(or unemployment) register, but it is of no 
benefit. Last December, my name was placed 
thereon, but I have heard nothing since, and 
in January [I filled in a big form for the 
Demobilization Committee, with the same 
result, and in spite of twenty years’ architect- 
ural experience [ am still waiting to be demobi- 
lized. “ AR.LBA”’ 

Lieutenant R.A.F. 


Srr,—I would like to add a few remarks 


in continuation of letter signed by 
‘* Draughtsman.”” One cannot speak too 


strongly of the pressing need for a strong 
society to protect the interests of archi- 
tectural assistants, and now seems to be the 


propitious moment to get such a union 
organised, 

Several weeks ago I. worked alongside 
members of the Engineering and Sbip- 
building Draughtsmen Association as a 


soldier in one of our big arsenals (readers 


will be interested to know that this . sso- 
ciation has over 10.000 members), and 
whilst discussing with them our present 


impossible position, the following suggestion 
was put forward by a member of the above 


association, viz.: ‘“ That any existing 
associations or guilds for architectural 


assistants make special efforts to increase 
its membership, and when such had justified 
itself, to raise the question of affiliation with 
the Engineering and Shipbuilding Draughts- 
men Association,’ who, he felt sure, would 
render every assistance in the building up 
of this brother society. 
If the response to appeal made by 
‘* Draughtsman ”’ is as spontaneous as the 
on2 called in 1914 for “ Britain,” our numbers 
will be * legior.”” And then we shall come 
into ‘‘ our own.” 
DEMOBILISED ASSISTANT. 





Sites for Housing. 


Str,—With reference to the great and 
momentous housing problem now before the 


country, there would appear to be no question 
whatever that large numbers of all classes 
of our people are in need of homes; therefore, 
immediate action should be taken to provide 
healthy and comfortable dwellings, not for one 
class only, but for all classes of the community, 
and in the national interest this essential work 
should be executed without delay, having, of 
course, regard to the strictest economy in land, 
materials and labour. 

The very important question of sites might 
be dealt with by a central body working in 
co-operation with local councils and the opport- 
unity taken to utilise to the utmost possible 
extent all vacant waste pieces of Jand in London 
and other cities ; also in our towns and villages 
for requisite building sites, and further by the 
reconstruction of existing empty and insanitary 
dwellings; much land now under cultivation 
would thereby still be preserved for agricultural 
purposes. 

With regard to materials and labour, practical 
men know that it will make for real economy 
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if the best materials are used and the construc- 
tion carried out* by skilled workmen. Our 
aim should be the all round improvement of 
city, suburLan, and country life and the safe- 
guarding of agricultural land. By dealing 
with the housing question on the lines suggested, 
the serious problem of passenger transit to and 
from business in London and other great centres 
would also be to some extent solved as thousands 
of workers would be housed within reasonable 
walking distance of their work. 
Ropert M. WuARAM 
(Director, Thomas Crapper 
& Co., King’s-road, Chelsea), 


Work of Architects’ Panels: Housing and the 
Town Planning Aci. 

Srr,—With reference to Messrs. Wigglesworth 
& Fletcher’s able article in the Builder, on 
Panels of Architects, I should like, if 
Space in your columns permits, to point out 
one side of the duties of such panels, which 
is in danger of being lost sight of, at least 
temporarily, through the impatience to begin 
building the cottages which are so badly needed. 

IT refer to town planning. It is alluded to in 
Messrs. Wigglesworth & Fletcher’s article, bricfly. 
I should like to bring out the subject more fully 
here, as I feel strongly that no reconstruction 
movement as regards building will be any use 
unless a start is made with what is known as 
town planning, but which includes villages, and 
indeed any grouping of houses. Yet we find that 
the housing work is being put in hand ; stan- 
dardised plans are ready, and actual building 
about to commence, without a thought of the 
sites they will occupy, and how they will piece on 
to existing built-on areas! Scattering cottages 
about the country like was so often done under 
the Town Planning Act, is “‘ not good enough.” 
It is too irresponsible a way, besides permitting 
of serious evils, 

Briefly, then, I would point out that the first 
work of the panels of architects should surely be 
to prepare plans, roughly at first, of each area on 
which it is proposed to build cottages under the 
reconstruction scheme. This work will itself 
prove the ample need for preparation before any 
building at all is done, by reason of the numerous 
considerations which will immediately arise, and 
the revelations, too, which will be made! I 
undertook some of this work shortly before the 
I prepared plans (from Ordnance) 
(1) Scheduled the areas 
astounding state of 


war Started. 
of villages near by. 
built on, and found an 
affairs. It was common to find cottages at the 
rate of forty to the acre! Some had no ground 
at all (bar site), no yard even! (2) I them esti- 
mated how many cottages could be weeded out, 
and (3) selected sites for new buildings required, 
in suitable parts of village, according to the 
requirements of the village as a whole. (4) I 
then dealt with the spaces thus cleared. Some 
were encroachments on the highway, or on the 
village green, and these would be restored to 
their original use. Other plots became gardens 
for the cottages remaining. Still other plots 
were marked to be laid out ornamentally. These 
last would probably be flanking the church, 
village hal], &c., or some object of interest. 

If some such work is not done before any 
cottages are built we are simply perpetuating 
the mistakes of the past. The“ get out ’ from 
this position, which is usually employed, viz., 
building away from the village altogether, is 
also bad. Besides the difficulties regarding 
sewers and water, the communistic life of the 
village is withheld, which is its chief amenity. 

Further, the test of skill for a planning archi- 
tect, of how best to blend new and old and give a 
village character is thus shirked. 

It is rather significant how this part of the 
Planning Act, which refers to pulling down and 
cleansing the architecture of a town or village 
has been to a great extent ignored (more 
in villages, probably, than in towns). Until, 
however, this matter is fated squarely, the 
results of any housing movement will be to a 
great extent abortive. Until more moral 
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Courage is shown in removing evils (and private 
interest and also profiteering cease) a healthy 
result cannot follow. 

How few people seem to realise that the 
buildings in a country are as much part of its 
clothing as the network of roads and bridges, 
&c., that are thrown over it! I mean a country 
without buildings is either a wilderness or a 
swamp. Yet houses are invariably regarded 
as purely forms of money value, and they are 
extended to “ yield a profit.” Housing is a 
national matter, and must be taken up 
in that spirit, i.e, as a whole, not in terms 
of so many separate cottages, price so-and-so, 
but in terms of whole villages and towns, not 
forgetting those who people them. 

There is another side to the question. A 
cottage is not simply type so-and-so, with a 
certain number of rooms of the required sizes. 
It is, as we know, a home (or should be), and 
if this is kept in mind, and a cottage is made 
(by the ordering of its parts, and the position 
it occupies in relation to neighbouring buildings, 
and a general air of repose) a place where men 
would wish to live, I think most of the present 
unrest would be healed. 

LicENTIATE R.I.B.A. 





The Staff for R.E. Services. 


Sir,—I am entirely in agreement with 
D.O.R.E., and should be pleased to act on his 
suggestion. As a matter of fact, a letter 
stating our case very clearly, and firmly has 
already been sent to the Director of Works, 
France, and I am informed he has “ taken the 
matter up” with the War Office. Personally 
however, I am not satisfied that this course 
is likely to be a sufficiently expeditious one. 
As D.O.R.E. remarks, our endeavours through 
the usual channels have generally been received 
with sympathy, but no effective action has 
resulted therefrom. A policy of careful pro- 
crastination has apparently always characterised 
the W.D. attitude towards any attempts to 
obtain justice for the S.R.E.S.; but this is 
not good enough for the Temporary Inspectors 
of Works now in the Army Lists. Time is 
short if action is to be taken before the majority 
of members return to their civil professions. 
Individuals are helpless and professional bodies 
decidedly sluggish. Concerted action in the 
form of a letter addressed to high authority, 
signed by a large number of the officers con- 
cerned, appears to be the only resource available. 

For the benefit of those who did not see mine 
of D.O.R.E.’s letter in the Builder, I recapitulate 
below the grounds on which our complaints 
are founded. 

(1) According to Army Order 406, of 1915, 
we are not entitled to the usual gratuity 
which is being granted to all other officers. 

(2) We receive no allowance for children. 

(3) Our kit allowance was £37 10s., whereas 
R.E. and all other officers received £50. 

(4) Our duties have been the same as R.E. 
officers employed on the Works Directorate. 
Positions held by R.E.’s have been filled by 
officers of the 8.R.E.S. (T.I. W.’s) and vice 
versa. Yet R.E. officers have been more 
highly paid. 

In connection with these points, I submit 
the following statements :— 

(a) Owing to the previous civil status of the 
permanent officers on the Staff for Royal 
Engineer Services, there would appear to be 
some difference between the basis of their pay 
and that of other officers. We are, however, 
“Temporary ’’ Inspectors of Works, and not 
having previously had any knowledge of the 
Army administration, and not having any 
idea of the existence of the Royal Warrant for 
Pay, we were totally unaware of this difference 
of basis. We were, for the most part, sent to 
France within seven days of being commis- 
sioned, and were not informed that we belonged 
to a staff singled out of the whole Army for 
special treatment. 

We claim, then, that we cannot be ruled, 
and should not be ruled by conditions of which 
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we did not know the existence, and that we 
come under the conditions of Article 496 of the 
Royal Warrant for Pay the same as all other 
temporary officers, particularly as there is no 
special olause in the Warrant dealing with 
Temporary Inspectors of Works. 

(b) There is no actual difference between our- 
selves and the specialist R.E. officers attached 
to such services as forestry, docks, or who were 
largely graded for pay at special rates and who 
will receive war gratuities on the basis of these 
rates. 

(c) That we came to France, or took our 
appointments elsewhere, fully qualified for the 
work we had to perform. We did not cost the 
Government some hundreds of pounds each 
in spending six or nine months in training in 
England. 

(d) That we are professional men, exactly 
the same as thousands of temporary officers 
of other branches; that many of us have to 
start again in practice at a most difficult time ; 
and that the governing principles of the gratuity 
apply equally to us as to other officers. 

(e) Our pay in general compares unfavourably 
with that of the ordinary R.E. officer. It is, 
therefore, not understood why we should not 
have been granted the allowance for children. 
(An R.E. with two children draws £48 per 
annum over and above his other allowances.) 

({) Finally, the Staff for R.E.S. has been 
very unfairly treated as regards promotion. 
The regular superintending Inspectors have 
been promoted to the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel. No promotions have been made 
in the temporary staff beyond the rank of 
captain (after three years’ service). 

In view of the foregoing, it will appear a 
matter of simple justice, especially at the 
present time of great stress that we should be 

placed on equality with the R.E. officer in all 
respects and without delay. May I, therefore, 
ask you, Sir, to be kind enough to allow any 
correspondents to address communications 
on this matter to me through the medium 
of the Builder in confidence. 
A.R.LB.A. 


[*+* We shall be glad to receive lettérs 
and forward them to our correspondent. At 
the same time this correspondence must pow 
cease, though we may add that on the face 
of it a good case has been made out by our 
correspondents for the consideration of the 
War Office.—Ep.] 


Srr,—-In the letter of ‘‘ Foreman of 
Works, J.R.E.S.”” in your issue of the 
21st inst., he quotes War Office letter of 
September 7, 1917, as if there was an order 
that all employees on this staff should receive 
an increase of pay as from that date. This 
is not so. The letter says, ‘‘ May in future 
be paid at suitable inclusive rates of pay.” 
This gives the C.R.E. full discretion in the 
matter, in a similar way as that in the letter 
of December 31, 1914, which gave the C.R.E. 
power to grant overtime to the T.C.W.’s or 
T.F.W.’s, many of whom were not allowed 
one penny of overtime, and when application 
was made in some cases that I have in mind, 
were told that if they had anything further 
to say they would probably get the “ sack.” 
It was left a personal matter with the C.R.E. 
and was just what appreciation he had for 
his staff that governed the matter. What is 
wanted now is that there should be some 
agitation for ‘“ fair dues,” for the T.C.W. 
and T.F.W., who has put in several years 
of his life in assisting to build camps, and 
to look after the repairs and upkeep of them, 
and now that the period of usefulness is 
over will shortly be sent off “‘ owing to 
reduction of staff,’ without a thank you, 
nor any gratuity, nor out of work pay 

I contend that the T.C.W. and T.F.W 
were as valuable to the country as the 
munition worker, and that therefore, they 
are deserving of some small bonus, or out 
of work benefit. 

TEMPORARY CLERK OF WORKS. 
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Conerete in Its Relations to Housing Schemes 


Str.—In reading through your account of the 
discussion on Dr. Oscar Faber’s paper read at 
the recent meeting in the Hall of Design ang 
Industries Association, I was particularly inte. 
rested in the remarks made by Mr. Edward 
Warren pointing out the difficulty of obtainj 
a satisfactory roofing for the concrete cottages 
in a district that did not produce clay tiles, 

This difficulty has been overcome by the 
introduction of interlocking concrete tiles (red), 
The manufacture of these tiles is a simple 
matter and may be undertaken by the contractor 
on the site of the building. They are perfectly 
storm and waterproof, considerably lighter 
than clay tiles (7 cwt. per sq. approx.) and in 
districts where suitable aggregate for concrete 
work may be obtained at a reasonable price 
they can be made and fixed on the roof at 
saving of 25 per cent. to 40 per cent. over the 
price of ordinary clay tiles. A’ considerable 
saving can also be effected in batten= and 
scantlings owing to the design and the light 
weight of the tiles. 

The above qualities added to a most pleasing 
appearance, will, I believe, make concrete tiles 
the standard roofing for this class of work in the 
near future. The machines mentioned hove 
are being manufactured and supplied by Messrs 
Vickers, Ltd. (Concrete Machinery Department), 
Vickers House, Broadway, Westminster, S.W., 
who will give all the necessary information and 
instructions to their customers to ensure siiccess 
in the manufacture. 

I trust the above may be of interest to your 
readers, and I shall be glad to give any help or 
information to architects or contractors wh 
may be interested in housing or concrete work. 

A. G. Stepman, M.C.L, 


The Making Habitable of Old Dwellings 
in Town and Country. 


Str,—We are very fortunate in having 
architects who have made a cult of old rural 
dwellings; and the paper read by Mr. M. H. 
Baillie-Scott at the R.I.B.A. meeting in 
January was as readable and_ interesting 
as the rest of this architect’s literary pro- 
ductions (see your issue of January 24 last). 

In the course of his remarks; he stated that, 
“It is, of course, possible, though somewhat 
expensive, to insert a damp-proof course in an 
old wall: but I think if all soil is removed from 
the sides of the walls and air drains introduced, 
so that only the actual sole of the footings is in 
contact with the cround, and if the site itself 
is likewise well dressed. the absence of the 
damp-proof course will be scarcely felt.” 

That is true, for it is rare that damp rises 
by capillary attraction in brick and stone walls 
more than a foot or eighteen inches in height ; 
but a cheaper and better way is to hack ofi the 
interior plaster and to render the walls with 
Pudloed cement to a height of eighteen inches 
or two feet above the height the dampness 
shows. Then lime plaster over the cement to 
match the old work. This system has never 
failed to give a dry wall, free from condensation 
—the final lime plaster coat being absorptive. 
It has been used in hundreds of cottages, where 
owners would never have inserted damp- 
courses on account of the cost; and in ancient 
castles, the thick walls of which made any 
other treatment almost impossible. I shal! be 
glad to send any of your readers a specification 
to suit any case of walls made damp, owing 
to defective damp-courses, or because earth is 
laid next the wall. 

J. H. KERNER-GREENWOOD. 

King’s Lynn. 


——_+—~»— 


Books Received. 

How To Form a Company. By Herbert W. 
Jordan. Price, 1s. 4d. net. (London: Jordan & 
Sons, Ltd.) 

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES OF REINFORCED 
ConcrETE Gonstruction. By Ewart 8. Andrews, 
B.Sc. Eng. (Lond.). Price, 5s. net. (London: 
Scott, Greenwood & Son.) 
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THE BOLTON SCHOOL COMPETITION. 





se two letters on the Bolton School 


HI 
“abi ition raise some important issues which 
we refer to in our “ Notes” pages :— 

Sm.—As unsuccessful competitors, we wish 
to say something on this subject, because the 
questi ms involved are not of local, but of nation- 
ql. in fact, international importance. The 
award of the first premium to certain designs 
oes to the root of the matters which we wish 
to bring before the notice of all persons inter- 
ested in the important subject of how schools 
of this character should be designed. 

In ;naking a careful, and we hope, an un- 
prejuci ed examination ._ of the successful 
schem’. we wish to dissociate ourselves entirely 
from ‘he personalities of all connected with the 
eonce;\ion of the scheme or the adjudication 
thereon ; we wish only to look at first princi- 
ples. In so doing, it would appear that the 
motiv: underlying the successful design is 
(onc! NTRATION WITH THE OBJECT OF SECURING 


Low Capitat Cost. 
If vur judgment be correct, this ought not 


to be ‘he underlying, the guiding motive, in a 
quest ion of this kind, but looked at from this 
point of view the successful design has undoubt- 
edly i.erited the award it has obtained. 


Bui at what cost in inconvenience, unsuit- 
The very 


abilit. and disregard of hygiene ? 
ingen\.ity of the scheme appears to us to be its 
own ondemnation. For what do we find ? 


Ist. Cloakrooms arranged in such a way that 
og and outgoing scholars jostle one 


mcom 
another, defective light, improper ventilation, 
and, i! of the thorough kind, then into a main 
corrid.r rendered inevitable because completely 
over ‘he cloakrooms are other buildings. 

2nd. Not one of the important buildings of 
the sool with the exception of the chapel is 
lit on more than one side, both ends and the 
other side being in darkness ; and there is little 
or no 1oom provided from which spectators can 
witness the various school functions. - 

3rd. The dining-halls are inconveniently 


placed in the third story. 

4th. The art and handicraft departments are 
respectively on two levels. 

5th. There are no masters’ or mistresses’ 
rooms placed advantageously for oversight of 
the playgrounds. 
, 6th. The chapel in relation to the position 
of the organ and the choir at opposite ends, and 
its extreme length in relation to its width leaves 
much to be desired. It ought to be the domin- 
ant |uilding but it is completely hidden from 
the main road. 

7th. Administrative departments are deficient, 

8th. A point on which the Board of Education 
lays much emphasis is entirely neglected, to wit 
direct light on both sides of classrooms, and this 
is agvravated by the fact that all the classrooms 
are as many as six desks deep from the windows, 
the rooms being relatively deep and narrow, the 
dimensions both ways tending to deficiency of 
daylight. 5 

%th. Laboratories and some of the corridors 
are badly lit. 

10th. There are no lavatories or w.c.s on first 
or second floors, either for masters or pupils. 


Now, here we have a magnificent site of about 
l4 acres, over the greater portion of which the 
buildings might have been expanded, but con- 
centration, the leading motive of the design, 
has contracted them within the space of less 
than one-half that area, with the results above 
mentioned of sacrificing nearly every conveni- 
ence jor objects none of which are in the public 


interest, but are detrimental to the health of the 


Scholars and staff, for it will be found that by 
comparison with the latest ideas as to the housing 
of the working classes wherein 10 to 16 houses 
are considered enough per acre, the persons 


aggregated on the site proper of the successful 
design of this school represents the equivalent 
of 40 houses per acre and thus this-great and 
leading thoroughfare, this Prince’s-street of 
Bolton, is to be converted, in part at least, to 
Something like a congested area, on which are to 
live for a large part of their time, approaching 
1,200 people; not as in the intended new 


dwellings of the working classes, 60 per acre> 
but the excessive number of about 200 per acre- 

Is it, then, true that whilst artisans’ dwellings 
are to receive hygienic considerations, schools 
must follow the lines of the old and bad past ? 

Manchester. Stort & Sons. 

Str,—The announcement of the decision in 
the Bolton School Competition again revives 
important economic considerations concerning 
this phase of work of the architectural pro- 
fession for which no analogy, as far as I am 
aware, exists in any other calling. That such 
a vast amount of trained thought, skill and 
effort as the average architectural competition 
brings forth should go unproductive and un- 
rewarded is a thing to be wondered at, if it 
did not possess a more serious aspect. 

Although a participator in the competition 
mentioned, I wish itto be understood that these 
remarks are not intended to have any bearing 
upon or cast any reflection upon the selection 
made. On the contrary, though not having 
seen the whole of the designs, from the illustra- 
tions just published of the first premiated 
designs, I am of opinion that both author and 
assessors are to be congratulated on the con- 
ception and selection respectively of what will 
undoubtedly prove in their result a very charm- 
ing group of buildings, and that the traditions 
of one of our purely English styles of art will 
be well exemplified therein. It is with the waste 
of energy and effort, of which the Bolton School 
problem is only an instance, that I wish to deal. 
If we take this competition as one of such, its 
cumulative cost to the profession can be easily 
calculated. Probably there is no individual com- 
petitor who will not have arrived at some value 
of the time and trouble to him in responding to 
the invitation during a period of high cost of 
living and production, and having regard to 
this as also to the size of the problem, I should 
not hesitate to say that the cost of preparing 
each of the forty-five unpremiated designs would 
not be less than £100, or a total unproductive 
effort to the tune of something like £4.500; 
and that is undoubtedly lower than it would 
have been under normal circumstances, when 
there would certainly have been a much larger 
response, ‘T'o cite another instance, the writer 
once competed for a small secondary school 
the prize of which was a commission of only 
about £350. No fewer than-two hundred and 
thirty-one designs, still yet the record number 
I believe, were submitted, and if we undervalue 
them at a cost of only £10 per design, the total] 
loss to the profession would not be less than 
£2,300, for a commission of £350. It would be 
interesting to learn how Lord Leverhulme, 
interested as he is in economic labour questions 
of the day, would regard that as a business 
proposition. To illustrate what competitive 
work means individually in the way of un- 
productive hours of thought and labour, which 
also must be common with so many of our fellow 
workers, it is not diffigult for the writer to 
estimate that, leaving out his successful ventures 
if he had received one-half per cent. on the value 
of all work competed for, he would be some 
thousands of pounds better off than he so 
happens to be to-day. Therefore, what must 
be the loss in this direction to the competing 
section of the profession as a whole ? Without 
doubt the average man of business would say 
that it was energy misdirected. With his 
quid pro quo methods he would be unable to 
understand it as otherwise, and very rightly. 
Yet his is precisely the prevalent type which 
almost invariably either in public or private 
capacities tempts the very response that is 
the cause of so much waste to the profession. 

Now every practising architect knows that 
5 per cent. commission charged on work of 
moderate pretensions is not over remunerative 
for the time, skill and responsibility involved 
on him, yet it is within experience that there 
are clients who think that if architects can 
expend weeks of effort upon the remote chance 
of winning a competition they must necessarily 
be overcharging him to make good the loss so 
incurred. On the face of it, is it not absurd 
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in contrast that,” judged by the scale of pro- 
fessional charges, building promoters can obtain 
by the present ridiculous competitive system 
the choice from probably a hundred designs 
conceived by many of the cleverest brains in 
the profession for practically the same cost to 
them that they can obtain one. Ruskin, no 
mean thinker, many years since evolved the 
maxim that industrial competition is one of the 
banes of our social system. Bad as that may 
be, its implication bears no proportion to the 
waste incumbent upon our profession by the 
competitive method of obtaining building 
schemes, a profession to which, unfortunately, 
all co-operation and unity of interests has 
hitherto been a dead letter. 

The question is, whether it should continue 
to allow the public to make such wasteful 
demands upon it, and what is the remedy ? It 
is not easy to answer. For, if nine out of ten 
architects, imbued with the competitive instinct 
(and they are usually of the most progressive 
type) were asked whether they preferred the 
limited opportunity or the open door, the 
probability is that, notwithstanding its slender 
chances, they would plump for the latter 
method. And there is much to be said in 
favour of this view if only for the equal oppor- 
tunity it affords to clever and persevering men 
seeking advancement purely on their merits, 
but it is open to drastic reform, being the 
method which invokes the greatest response 
and. therefore, the greatest waste of effort, and 
its abuses and injustices should be mitigated 
to the uttermost, its inducements made far 
more liberal and distributed on an extended and 
more equal scale, by which much of the resulting 
hardship would, at least, be softened. Much 
may also be urged in favour of the double 
competition, with reduced initial effort, from 
which a restricted number of plans with sections 
only can be selected and their authors compen- 
sated for submitting the fina! fully drawn-out 
designs... The strictly limited competition, with 
payment for each design sent in is undoubtedly 
the fairest way of rewarding the work and 
efforts so involved, but it is one that generally 
commends itself neither to building promoters 
nor to the profession. The responsibility for 
the waste after all lies with the profession itself 
and its indifference to, its own interests, 

Assessors, also, are frequently to blame by 
ignoring all possibilities in the reduction of 
labour on designs. It is often hinted at in condi- 
tions of competition, but how often are genuine 
aims in that direction brought to bear in the 
actual requirements set forth. Assessors are 
usually appointed from amongst the 
successful of the competitive class, and are 
probably unable to see eye to eye in such 
matters with the less successful men to whom 
restriction of labour means so much, There 
remains also the question of the single mind 
with its limited outlook upon a given problem. 
A jury of three, five or more would surely prove 
a safer and fairer way of its investigation. 

At a period when the claims of labour on 
every hand form the burning questions of the 
hour, it cannot be out of place for us to look 
at home and consider where the shoe pinches 
us most. The majority of us have. suffered 
grievances enough through the restrictions due 
to the war, and a difficult time lies ahead. 
Architectural competitions have become such 
an institution with us that they are likely to 
continue their hold upon both the public and 
the profession. As, almost without exception 
each one of them produces a goodly proportion 
of designs, other than premiated, which would 
make worthy solutions of their problems, or, at 
least, are meritorious endeavours compared 
even with the best, it may be asked whether 
these are always to go unrewarded ? 

Surely the time has arrived for a considera- 
tion and revision of the present miserable 
inducements to the profession to give of its 
best. If that best is cont inued to be required 
by the public, it should be prepared to pay on 
a scale that is more liberal and commensurate 
to the labour and thought involved on the 
responders to its invitations than has hitherto 


been the case. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF SOUTH KENSINGTON. 


WE have received the following inte- 
resting letter from Mr. H. Sharp, Associate 
Royal College of Art, London :— 

“The retirement of Sir Edward 
Poynter from the Presidency of the Royal 
Academy, which has been lately announced, 
will be regretted throughout the art world 
generally, and more particularly by the 
numerous body of artists who were 
associated with him, many of whom, now 
painters and sculptors of eminence, are 
old students of his, either at the Royal 
Academy and Slade Schools, or at South 
Kensington. It is a matter for congratu- 
lation, that during his strenuous career 
as a painter Sir Edward found time to 
employ his great powers of painting and 
dreughtsmanship, his wide experience, 
and profound knowledge of art, to direct 
the training of hundreds of art students 
in the most important centres in London ; 
and the brilliant after-accomplishments 
of many of thé male and female students 
working under his system of training is in 
itself the best testimony and convincing 
proof of the soundness and excellence of 
the methods inculcated, and has been of 
incalculable benefit and help towards 
progress in the later school of painters 
in modern British art. Of the Pre- 
sident’s teaching, the writer can speak 
from personal experience, being an ex- 
student-in-training at South Kensing- 
ton, commencing in 1878, Sir Edward 
having been appointed there as Art 
Director two years earlier. At this large 
and important school, the principal 
school of design in the country, there were 
at the time between 700 and 800 students, 
male and female. The teaching staff, in 
the male school, consisted of only seven 
members, regular daily teachers, with, in 
addition, a visiting master each to the 
etching and wood-engraving classes. 
Courses of lectures on art were given in 
the Museum, open to students, on 
Decorative Art, by Moody; Historical 


Development of Art, Zerrffi; Colour 
Chemistry, Prof. Church; Artistic 


Anatomy, by Bellamy, &c. Mr. John 
Sparkes, the head master, was the art 
director's right hand, and a man of 
extensive art knowledge, able and effi- 
cient as a teache1, but whose opportuni- 
ties for giving personal instruction were 
greatly limited by the official work in 
connection with his post. The school 
being established as a Government centre 
for teaching designers and draughtsmen, 
not for producing painters, the course of 
study was more devoted to the practice of 
drawing and design than of painting ; 
this concentration, however, under the 
admirable course of study introduced by 
Sir E. Poynter resulted in the school 
becoming known as probably the best for 
drawing in the kingdom, or even abroad. 
The modelling school, which the Director 
found had sunk to a very low level, was, 
on his recommendation, placed in the 
care of the talented French sculptor, 
Dalou, then residing in England, whose 
teaching made a complete revolution not 
only in. the South Kensington schools, 
but was also largely influential in raising 
the art of sculpture in England to its 
present high standard of excellence. The 
departments of Design and Ornament, of 
such importance in a school of this class, 


were in the hands of Mr. C. P. Slocombe, 
an aitist and etcher of ability, to whose 
good teaching, lucid and direct in style, 
some tribute should be paid in the school’s 
record. That many art students in 
London, the provinces, and all parts, 
should flock to South Kensington as they 
did at that time was sufficient testimony 
to the happy influence of Sir Edward 
Poynter in its direction and the soundness 
and excellence of the methods pursued in 
the study of art at those schools under 
his guidance. We students had the 
highest veneration for the painter of 
‘Israel in Egypt,’ ‘ Atalanta’s Race,’ 
‘The Catapult,’ and other notable works, 
and listened with keen enjoyment and 
enthusiasm to his lectures on Composi- 
tion, which he gave monthly. At these, 
it was interesting to note the recognition 
he gave to the sketch having the best 
treatment and grasp of the subject, no 
matter if the drawing only showed 
elementary knowledge. | 

‘* Biblical events were usually chosen 
as subjects for composition; and on 
one occasion, when the incident selected 
was ‘Joseph and his Brethren,’ a 
student who had some skill in drawing 
horses, &c., seized on the opportunity 
of introducing asses in the picture and 
made them of such prominence that it 
was more like an animal than a figure 
subject. One of his fellow-students, on 
seeing it, remarked, ‘I didn’t know 
that Joseph’s brethren were all asses.’ 
Su E. Poynter’s criticisms were always 
earnest and to the point; never ridi- 
culing any genuine attempt to overcome 
difficulties, and frankly acknowledging 
with genelous praises any study oj 
merit. On a few occasions, when time 
permitted, he would visit the Painting 
and Antique rooms, sometimes even 
delighting the students by working on a 
fortunate class-member’s study whilst 
the other students waiched him. His 
work and influence inspired in those under 
him a high ideal sense, exampled by the 
beauty of his female studies, which, 
carried far towards perfection, are of a 
refined ideal type, recalling the best work 
of Raphael. The higher qualities of 
draughtsmanship and use of the human 
figure in design and decoration were 
taught under his direction in a manner 
which has left its mark on the history of 
British art-training.”’ 
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British Fire Prevention Committee Red Book. 

Red Book No. 225, issued by the British 
Fire Prevention Committee, deals with the 
Subject of the great fire at the Quaker Oats 
Co.’s premises, Peterboro, Ontario, Canada. 
In the preface it is stated that the reinforced 
concrete system employed in the construction 
of the buildings was of the “ four-way flat 
slab” character, which system has not been 
generally adopted in the United Kingdom. 
But whatever system is subjected to a tem- 
perature of 2,500 degrees F. (1,370 degrees C. 
lasting for considerable periods, and reaching 
even a higher degree at certain points, can be 
said to have passed through a very trying test. 
The illustrations showing the results of this 
temperature on various parts of the buildings 
are very instructive, and though we cannot 
agree with all the deductions given in the 
report, we readily admit that the lessons of this 
fire claim careful study. 


[Fesruary 28, 1919. 


THE CARE OF OUR 
CHURCHES. 


In the £5,000,000 appeal which is now being 
made by the Church of England, we are tojq 
that one great object for which the moneys 
needed is the training for Holy Orders of 2,09 
candidates who have been serving in the 
Forces. The time when so many new men yijlj 
be simultaneously receiving their training seen 
very favourable to suggest an addition to the 
list of subjects to be included therein, by the 
affording of some instruction in Church arehj. 
tecture. Then when the young clergymen 
enter on their work they will know something 
of the architectural history and the proper care 
of the buildings in which they wili minister, 
That such instruction has not been imparted 
in. the past is no reason why it should not be 
imparted now. The clergy and the authorities 
of the training colleges have probably never 
given the matter a thought, but when onee 
attention is directed to the subject it must 
surely seem strange to them that the clergy 
should never be given instruction in the history 
of the buildings that will be committed to their 
care. Its omission is one of the many curious 
anomalies in which English life abounds, 

A great many churches are of extraordinary 
interest, especially in the country districts, and 
are treasure houses of applied art in various 
forms. And yet we place those beautiful 
buildings in the hands of gentlemen who have 
had no teaching concerning them. Is this wise} 
Who would appoint to a museum a curator 
who knew nothing of the treasures which would 
be committed to his care ? 

The history of many of our churches is a 
melancholy record of the grievous ignorance 
of the clergy and church officers—for in case 
after case we read of the vandalism, or at the 
best of the utter carelessness and indifference, 
of those who should have been their jealous 
guardians. In no respect, perhaps, is this more 
painfully evident than in the case of the 
screens and rood-lofts. Such treatment. of 
the beautiful old buildings could never have 
been possible if the clergy had been instructed 
in art and architecture, and in the meaning and 
significance of the features of the old churches. 
Wardens and builders have too often done their 
worst, and instead of being restrained by the 
clergy, the latter have sometimes been the worst 
despoilers. The writer admits gladly that there 
has been a vast improvement in recent years 
in the care of the churches and a great spread 
of knowledge concerning them, but it has been 
due to awakened general interest in the subject 
rather than to any tuition given to the clergy. 

One does not, of course, suggest that the 
clergy should be trained to be professional! archi- 
tects, or that a great deal of their time at 
college should be devoted to a study of the 
matter, but the present writer does make carnest 
plea for some general instruction to candidates 
for Holy Orders in the different styles of 
architecture, so as to give them enlightened 
understanding and appreciation of the buildings 
in their care and to prevent incongruous 
additions being made thereto. Even architects 
have sometimes been careless as to the use of 
correct details when working in one or other 
of the recognized styles. This carelessness might 
have been corrected had the vicars had 4 
knowledge of architectural styles. Matters like 
this are but trifles. More serious errors i 
taste and design are not unknown. 

Many of us regard almost with dread the 
prospect of the introduction into the churches 
of hosts of war memorials, which may be ugly, 
incongruous or commonplace. Though the 
course of action now advocated would come 
too late to deal with them, a sympathetic 
understanding of architectural styles, resulting 
from a simple course of lectures, will help te 
preserve undamaged our historic churches. 
We must all feel that to bea matter of paramount 
importance. And besides that, the young 
clergyman should find the study of fascinatmg 
interest, especially if his lot be cast to work in 
one or other of the medieval] churches, great oF 


small, which are scattered through the — 
A. C. A. 
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THE GOVERNMENT AND THE BUILDING TRADE. 


Ix a recent issue we gave some con- 
sideration to the present position and 
future prospects of the building trade. 
Since then the feeling of uncertainty 
which we referred to has become accen- 
tuated, and there is a growing conviction 
that unless the Government make an 
immediate and definite pronouncement 
as to their housing proposals and doevery- 
thing possible to restore the confidence of 
the building community, the consequences 
for the trade of the country generally: 
wit) which it is so intimately bound up- 
will be serious indeed. The great pros- 
pecis of trade expansion which we were 
led to expect would follow the conclusion 
of hostilities have not been realised, and 
instcad of the strong lead which was 
expected from the Government we have 
alniost daily announcements of certain 
decisions which leave everyone in doubt 
wh.t to do or what next to expect. The 
opivions expressed in our columns the 
oth r week have been emphasised in a 
well-informed article in the Daily Tele- 
graph by a correspondent, in which refer- 
ence is made to the alarm which exists 
in regard to prices of materials and 
labour, the disinclination of the public 
to builduntil the position becomes clearer, 
and to the increasing number of the 
unemployed. The article gives the 
following as the principal causes of this 
uncertainty — 

|. The high prices of all building materials. 

The high cost of and the Small output of 
Jabour. 

3. The uncertainty as to what materials will 
be available for the public after Government 
requirements for the housing scheme have been 
satisfied. 

}. The Excess Profits Duty. 

No. 1 seems to have been caused to a great 
extent by No. 3. When it is consigered that 
with a scarcity of material existing there is one 
great purchaser—the State—of huge quantities 
of every kind of material for building houses and 
cot tages, is there any wonder that the prices rule 
high ? The manufacturers and merchants can 
aflord to sit tight upon their goods, with a certain 
purchaser in view, that purchaser possessing a 
very long purse. It does not appear probable 
that the housing schemes can be proceeded with, 
except to a small extent, for some months. 
There are many important matters to be dealt 
with Lefore a brick can be laid. . . . All these 
matters must necessarily take time, and whilst 
such time is passing, many private contracts 
could be proceeded with, to say nothing of 
the thousands of pounds’ worth of public 
that are waiting to be proceeded 
with, but which are mysteriously being 
“hung up.” All this was apparent to every- 
one interested in building work of every kind, 
and it was hoped that some declaration of 
policy would have been made by the Government 
long ere this. But the Prime Minister, in his 
recent speech on the Address, made a statement 
with regard to the housing scheme that has 
caused consternation in the minds of everyone 
who contemplated commencing building opera- 
tions Mr. Lloyd George is reported in Hansard 
to have said : 

As a matter of fact the Ministry of Supplies 
has already taken the most gigantic steps to 
prepare for the housing programme. They have 
ordered material on a very considerable scale, 
Which will provide yey Saw — bricks, 
Windows, and doors, and all the material which 
is essential for the building of houses in the 
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country.’ 

ln confirmation of this we had on 
Monday the oflficial announcement from 
the Ministry of Munitions that a building 


Materials Supply Section has been formed 
within the Ministry to place orders for 
materials to meet the immediate require- 
ments of the housing programme of the 
Government. 

The article in our contemporary also 
refers to the case of the brickworks, and the 
fact is mentioned that many requests 
have been m&dde to the Government to 
subsidise moribund brickworks. 

The war stopped nearly all brickmaking. 
Many works were converted into munition works 
and many were closed down, with the result that 
the owners have now no capital with which to 
restart manufacture. It appears a very simple 
matter for the Treasury to advance enough 
money to such firms as would enable them to 
accumulate stocks. The money so advanced 
could be repaid out of the realisation of such 


stocks, and the yards once more put upon their 


feet, with the result that thousands of hands 
could be employed that are or will soon be idle. 
Is it still too late for such a course to ke adopted ” 


Reference is also made to the “ limit 
of output’ by labour, and in this con- 
nection we are glad to note the remark 
that “everyone has learned wisdom during 
the last few years, and it is fast becoming 
understood that good and quick work 
leads to more and more work, thus getting 
rid of the great bogey of fear of unemploy- 
ment when a job is finished.” 

As to the removal of the excess profits 
duty, the opinion is expressed that 
should the excess profits duty be greatly 
reduced or discontinued altogether, there 
is every prospect of a good many large 
contracts being quickly arranged, “‘so that 
No. 4 has really a distinct bearing upon 
the causes of unemployment in the build- 
ing trade.”’ 

We have referred at some length to 
this article, as we believe that the writer 
has dealt with the principal causes of the 
growing unemployment in the building 
trade and the delay in the expected 
building boom, and we think it will be 
agreed that a good case has been made 
out why the Government should make 
a clear pronouncement as to what their 
housing programme means. “ Such pro- 
gramme need not interfere with ordinary 
contracts if it is clearly understood that 
no largé quantities of material have been 
ordered by the Government, but that all 
contracts under the housing scheme will 
be let to legitimate builders: that all 
goods usually manufactured for houses 
by the legitimate, trade-unionists, men 
skilled in their various crafts, will be so 
made ; and that architects will be allowed 
to design their own doors, windows, &e., 
and not have the articles forced upon 
them from national factories or box- 
makers to a standardised pattern, but 
be free to beautify their houses and 
cottages each according to his own taste.” 

We are told by the President of the 
Local Government Board that special 
measures have been taken in order to 
stimulate the production of building 
materials. Are these materials for the 
Government housing schemes? What 
he tells us is that 

It is not now, and has not Leen, the inten- 
tion of the Government to requisition the whole 
output of brickyards or other building material. 
The primary object of the policy of the Govern- 
ment has been to stimulate production and to 
provide employment. While it is obviously 
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necessary that the Government should take 
adequate steps to provide against a possible 
shortage of bricks required for the schemes of 
Local Authorities, it is intended that a proportion 
of the output of the brickfields shall be available 
to supply the demand of the building industry 
for works outside the Government housing 
programme. It is not practicable to define 
the exact proportion at the outset, but it is 
proposed that, until the materials are required 
for the Government’s housing programme, they 
should be available to meet the demands of 
the ordinary building industry. . . . . 
There is therefore, no reason why persons who 
wish to place contracts for private work should 
be deterred from doing so.” 


If this is so, what is the cause of the 
alarm which undoubtedly exists, and 
why is so much private work still un- 
touched ? Is it not to a large extent 
because this buying by the Government 
for their housing schemes of material 
which is not immediately required is 
keeping up prices and thus delaying 
private work ? While, on the one hand, 
there is this increasing unemployment 
in the building trade, on the other there 
are reports from all over the country 
of building work to be done, and there 
are few architects who have not schemes 
in hand which cannot be carried out 
owing to the prevailing uncertainty, 
to the difficulty of obtaining material, 
and to the cost when it can be obtained, 
and this, it would appear, is to a large 
extent due to the action of the Govern- 
ment. 

No trade has suffered more during 
the war than the building trade, and 
none has kept better together, and in 
the interests of the country at large the 
many thousands of men who joined the 
British armies should be given an oppor- 
tunity to return to the work which awaits 
them. Why should the trade mark time 
while the Government are accumulating 
material for a housing programme which 
does not appear to be making much 
headway and thus helping to keep up 
prices to a level which makes building 
prohibitive to a private person? The 
building trade is ready to get back into 
normal channels, employers and workers 
have come together in a spirit of council 
and co-operation, and there is a growing 
demand that materials should be set 
free for the undertaking of private con- 
tracts and the large number of public 
works which could of themselves provide 
employment for thousands of men. 

May we not ask what is, after all, the 
object of good government? It is to 
provide for the essential well-being of 
the whole country. If this country has 
now to look for the expansion of its 
industrial enterprise as the one great 
panacea for the financial troubles of the 
war, it is surely obvious that the really 
great task for the Government is to clear 
the way to the utmost possible extent 
for the development of trade und enter- 
prise, and one of the most essential of all 
those conditions is that the building 
trade shall be set free to work under the 
best possible conditions. 


--—-- 


Manchester Ship Canal. 

There was an increase of £128,927 in the 
receipts as compared with the previous year. 
The works for the extension of wharf and rail- 
ways at Irwell Park, Eccles, and the extension 
of the refrigerated accommodation of No. 2 
Shed, No. 9 Dock, are completed and in use. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Cape Town Cathedral. 


THE plans for Cape Town Cathedral were 
prepared before the South African war. The 
east end was built as a memorial to the 
fallen in the war and the names of all who 
fell in it are inscribed in a beautiful book pre- 
served in a treasury in one of the aisles. A side 
chapel was built as a memorial to the first 
Archbishop of South Africa, West-Jones. The 
Cathedral occupies a very prominent position 
in the centre of the town, and the big apse, 
which is here illustrated, is well seen between 
the broad central] street of the town which runs 
down to the sea at Table Bay and the famous 
oak avenue planted by the first Dutch settlers, 
which runs up to the base of Table Mountain. 

The stone work used both inside and out, 
except for some of the internal vaults linings, 
is a very hard quartzite which is the stone of 
which the great horizontal strata of Table 
Mountain is composed. It varies in colour 
from pure white to pale tints of ochre and burnt 
sienna, which all blend beautifully together in 
the mass. The stone is too hard for the use 
of the chisel, and has been punched to an even 
surface of a rough texture and no mouldings but 
chamfers only are employed. The core of the 
walling is concrete. 

The window tracery and the big arches which 
span the choir and carry the roof timbers are 
also of this stone. The roof of the choir is 
framed with Jarrah timbers from Australia. 
The apse itself and the chapel and aisles are 
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grained in stone lined between the ribs with a 
light oolite from New Zealand. The vestries 
and the choir rooms are on the south side and 
also in the vaulted crypt under the choir. 

The whole of the eastern portion is completed 
and the crossing between the transepts, and the 
transept and the nave are completed for a 
certain height only and covered with temporary 
roofing, so that the floor space is available for 
services. 
examples of Mr. C. W. Whall’s work, some of 
them having been done in conjunction with Mr. 
Karl Parsons. Messrs. A. B. Reid & Co. showed 
great care and enterprise in building the church. 

Mr. Herbert Baker was associated with the 
late Mr. Francis Masey as architect. 


“ Prestwold,”’ Leicester. 

This house was built in 1914, on the outskirts 
of the town, and commands a good view, being 
on high ground. The walls are rough-casted 
externally. roofing of grey Festiniog slates 
slightly varied, casement windows throughout 
with uniform panes. The architect is Mr. 
Arthur J. Wood, of Leicester. 











Sketches from Falaise, France. 

These sketches by Mr. E. G. Allen were made 
in 1902. <A treaty was arranged at Falaise in 
1174, between Henry IT of England and William 
the Lion of Scotland, by which William, who was 
taken prisoner at Alnwick, was not released till 
he acknowledged his kingdom a fief and himself 
a vassal of the English Crown. William the 
Conqueror was born in the town, 1027. Falaise, 
which possesses a castle and one of the finest 
towers in France, stands on the River Ante, 20 
miles 8.E. of Caen and 115 W. of Paris. 





Old Houses, Ypres. 

It is-interesting to have a sketch study 
by Sir Thos. Jackson, made in 1877, of 
three old houses in Ypres, which he has 
kindly placed at our disposal. They are 
typical of the great variety of treatment 
found in houses of similar type. The trade 
symbols on such buildings may well be 
found in our new buildings, but the raised 
ground floors will probably have to be 
departed from, unless the steps can be 
obtained within the home fronts. 





Trafalgar Square. 


Our illustration of Trafalgar Square shows 
the northern side of it as existing, which 
makes an excellent architectural group, 
though it conveys to many a hint of greatly 
improved possibilities. Without the great 
dominance of the Nelson Column the Square 
certainly makes a pleasing picture. 





Cape Town Cathedral, S.A. 
BAKER AND THE LATE FRANCIS MASEY, ARCHITECTS. 


Mr. HERBERT 


The apse windows are very beautiful © 
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“ Prestwold,” Leicester. 
Mr. A. J. Woop, ARCHITECT. 








MEETINGS. 


Monpay, March 3. ; 

The Royal Institute of British Architects 

(1) Business Meeting and Election of Royal 

Gold Medallist; (2) the Revised Sca'e @f 
Professional Charges. 5 p.m. 


Turspay, March 4. 

The Royal Society of Arts.—Professor J, 
Cunningham McLennan, Ph.Ds F.R.S., on 
‘““ Water Powers and Scientific Development in 
Canada.” 4.30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, March 5. 

The Royal Society of Arts.—Mr. B. D. Porritt; 

M.Sc., on “ The Rubber Industry, Past and 


























‘Present.”” 4.30 p.m. 
The Royal Archaeological Institute (at th: 
Society of Antiquaries, Burlington Housey 





Piccadilly, W.).—Mr. R. Hamilton Thompson, 
M.A., F.S.A., on “ Colleges of Chantry Priests,” 
4.30 p.m. 

The L.C.C. School of Building, Ferndale-road, 
Clapham, S.W.4.—Professor Beresford Pite, 
M.A., F.R.I.B.A., on “ The History of Renais- 













sance Architecture in Italy, France and 
England.” 7.30 p.m. 
Fripay, March 7. 

The Town Planning Institute (i 92, 
V ictoria-atiee', We tminsie , o.W.).—Mn 
F. M. Elgood, O.B.E., F.R.LB.A., of 
“Character: Its Application in ‘Town 





Planning Schemes.” 6 p.m. 
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Economica! Building Material. 


An exhibition of economical building material 
was held in Berlin in November and December. 
The building materials shown were not intended 
to be substitutes, but were exhibited with the 
intention of enabling builders to carry out their 
work with greater economy and improved 
methods. No bricks have been used, as it is 
very probable that the brickyards will be 
handicapped for a long time through shortage 
of fuel. Special endeavours have been made 
to find improvements which will enable building 
to be done as quickly as possible. This can 
be done best by utilising material which cam 
be very rapidly made and will still be weather 
proof. Hollow concrete blocks have proved 
very useful for this purpose. Concrete is also 
shown to take the place of bricks for roofing 
and covering the walls and floors. A new kind 
of wood material is exhibited, which is recom. 
mended for lining walls and ceilings and for 
door frames. This wood material has beet 
used extensively during the war in the aeroplane 
industry. It consists of several layers of thin 
wood fixed together with a mineral glue with 
the fibres crossing each other, and its special 
advantage is that- it is durable and will not 
crack. lt can be manufactured cheaply, eve 
at the present time. The special arrangements 
relating to perfect but simple heating arrange 
ments and the isolation of the inner rooms @ 
houses from great heat or cold are also 
interest. (\W. Kaemmerer, Zeitschrift der V erewes 
deutscher Ingenieure, December 14, 1918.) 
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CAPE TOWN CATHEDRAL: APSE FROM SOUTH EAST.—MR. HERBERT BAKER, F.R.1.B.A., AND THE LATE FRANCIS MACEY, ARCHITECTS. 
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CAPE TOWN CATHEDRAL.—MR. HERBERT BAKER, 
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MAISON ST. MARIE, FALAISE. 


THE CHURCH OF THE TRINITY, FALAISE. 


FROM DRAWINGS BY MR. E. G. ALLEN, F.R.I.B.A. 
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OLD HOUSES AT YPRES.—FROM A ORAWING BY Sin T. G. JACKSON, 
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NATIONAL MEMORIALS.—I, 























A COMBINATION of architecture and 
sculpture is the best and, it may be 
sserted, therefore the only prescription 
for great war memorials. Each of these 
sts may, perhaps, proclaim its own 
sufficiency, though this will not forbid 
he conclusion that co-operation will 
procure @ greater result than either could 
attain by a self-sufficient exhibition. 
Scale, conspicuousness and grandeur will 
be contributed by architecture; por- 
traiture, sympathetic appeal and the 
higher call to uplifting sentiment are to 
be furnished by sculpture. The value 
in French monumental art of the har- 
monious wedding of these mates, archi- 
tecture and sculpture, has often been 
inted out and illustrated by Mr. H. 
Beathoote Statham. Examples of this 
wmicon have been given in the Builder 
from. time to time, conspicuously that of 
the Gambetta monument in the Place du 
(Carousel, but the doctrine and practice, 
though recognised as sound, have not 
engendered in England the school of 
monumental art for which there is now 
so much work and so little preparedness. 
The imaginative matériel, the professors 
or <chool (craftsmen seems an unsuitable 
term in this connection), and a national 
tradition alike are deficient; England 
has not developed the genius of expressing, 
through sculpture combined with archi- 
tec'ure, the unity or simplicity of appeal 
required by this, almost the highest, 
demand made upon her artists. 

It is customary to make sport of our 

ublic statues; often the humour is 
ill-founded if not ill-natured, and much 
of the more sober criticism is unfair. 
Many London examples are more than 
respectable—they are admirable. Funer- 
ary art, which had flourished under 
Elizabeth and bequeathed London at 
least two fine monuments in Westminster, 
was extinguished in the Great Rebellion, 
but the singularly important equestrian 
statue, after the Italian manner, of the 
living person of Charles I., by Le Suer, 
was accomplished and preserved, to be 
placed upon its much admired pedestal 
at Charing Cross after the Restoration. 
Between the unfortunate King and the 
modern statue of Cromwell the Protector, 
fine and age ee ee as it is, though 
unfortunate if significant in its site, a 
long era elapsed. Examples may be 
instanced that are worthy of regard 
rather than disrespect, and our ill-humour 
may well disperse. 

With the peace of the Napoleonic wars 
came a demand very similar to that 
which is now urgent for monuments 
upon a national rather than on a personal 
or princely scale. Sentimental sym- 
bolism had been spending its mysteries 
upon cenotaphs in Westminster and the 
Guildhall, but more was required, as 
rococo reliefs and weeping muses had 
exhausted their appeal, and Flaxman 
and Chantrey had also done their best 
works. The occasion seemed to demand 
the magnitude of scale which architecture 
could attempt. Columns and_ public 
places, after the Roman fashion of Paris, 
appeared in capital centres. London 
has two—the Nelson column with Tra 
falgar-square, and the Duke of York’s 
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column with Waterloo-place ; Dublin has 
a great Doric column; while Edinburgh 
attempted a national monument of purely 
antiquarian sentiment in the same style, 
and had to be content with its sugges- 
tively ruinous incompleteness. The 
architecture in all cases was pedantic, 
and the sculpture unessential to its 
success, if indicative only of its purpose. 

England has never felt moved to the 
measure of an adequate triumphal arch. 
The propyleum of Euston Station is the 
nearest approach to a really impressive 
gateway. Paris excelled, with long effort, 
in her Are de Triomphe; Berlin achieved 
the dull success of the Brandenburger 
Thor; and Munich repeated the Arch of 
Constantine with the banality of battle 
reliefs that were imaginary in occasion. 
But we escaped such a crowning absurdity 
as the Washington Obelisk, a complete 
negation of all sense of historic fitness 
in a national memorial, though, on a minor 
scale, the strange obelisk fever still 
infects our unthinking classes. Such 
monuments are neither architecture nor 
sculpture, their origin cannot be explored, 
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the vain suggestion of antique form 
appeals to the ignorant, and their wasteful 
economy to the parsimonious. They 
are, in fact, only witnesses to the Egyp- 
tian barrenness of the land, and to the 
degradation of artistic sentiment. 

The Wellington Memorial in St. Paul’s 
Cathedral is a remarkable combin- 
ation of stimulating monumental use 
of architectural forms with powerful 
sculpture; it might prove the thesis 
u:true that these arts have not united 
in a national monument in England. 
It is, however, the case that the great 
success of this work, in the employing 
justly the expressive power of both arts, 
is due to a single artist, who formed his 
ideal upon Michelangelo, and it is not the 
work of an architect and of a sculptor in 
the collaboration now practised in France. 
This monument portended the apparition 
of a genius in Alfred Stevens, and cannot 
easily be connoted with any school or 
movement in the artistic history of its 
age. The acceptance of such a design 
by a Victorian committee is almost as 
wonderful as its production ; it has had 
vicissitudes, but appreciation has never 
been lacking for its poetry, completeness 
and power, and it may now be regarded 
as the most influential monument of our 
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The Duke of York’s Column. 





Sketch from the Mall. . 
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era. The vigorous architecture, however, 
is academic. England had no tradition, 
except that of seeking precedents in a 
distant past, upon which the artist could 
found, and to which he could relate, his 
conception. The Renaissance of Italy, 
when and where all the arts found men 
who thought directly and harmoniously 
in architecture, sculpture and painting, 
was the ideal of Alfred Stevens ; his was 
an exceptional grasp both in imagination 
and execution; and exceptional artists 
neither express their age nor found 
schools to follow and develop their work. 

The combination exemplified in the 
Wellington munument provided a new 
note for great monuments. Neither 
architecture nor sculpture alone was after- 
wards considered sufficient for the Prince 
Consort Memorial in Kensington Gardens, 
and Sir Gilbert Scott has recorded his 
perplexity until the transmogrification 
of a German tabernacle occurred to his 
mind. The design affords a constructed 
canopy, greatly enriched by many sub- 
sidiary arts, for a statue. The podium is 
wholly sculptural. Symbolical groups 
adjust it to the site, and in many ways 
are affixed to its outline. But it remains 
manifestly an architect’s treatment of 
sculpture, abundantly employed. The 
whole is intended as a magnificent shrine 
to the figure of its hero, but the arts 


do not mingle their united strength, 
lavishness has not procured liberty. 
With all its strenuous devotion and 


extraordinary illustration of the ideals 
of the period of its own era of the 
Victorian Gothic revival, it has failed, 
even granted the support of the national 
memorial to Sir Walter Scott at Edin- 
burgh, to establish a tradition available 
for such a day as this. 

It is necessary in a review, intended to 
have a practical issue, that the Queen 
Victoria memorial in St. James’ Park 
should not be evaded. Here the position 
is reversed ; the sculptor has provided 
his own setting, ana the architecture is 
subservient to the fine seated figure and 
to its accompanying and crowning groups. 
Its appropriateness to its situation and 
background cannot be questioned. The 
architectural entourage completes the 
scheme, and masterly planning has 
greatly contributed to the whole effect. 
This it is not needful, in any way, to 
qualify, for it satisfies the conditions, and 
both the lay-out and the monument 
signify the harmonious work of sculptor 
and architect in the scheme as a whole. 

The consideration remains of the 
relative position of the arts of sculpture 
and architecture for the larger adventure 
of the national memorial now waiting 
experiment. Can architects, with-the 
outlook of their training, and sculptors, 
with their wider eclecticism, combine to 
attain the highest for the highest ? Are 
not scale and grandeur demanded as 
well as poetry and didactic power ? 
Also, does not all depend most largely 
upon situation, background, foreground 
and perspective ? Will not a multitude 
of problems hinge upon these conditions ? 
Should they not become the primary 
care of the nation ? These are questions 


awaiting our immediate attention, and 
they depend upon the Capital, and the 
Capital for their answer mainly depends 
upon the enlightenment of the architects 
of the Empire. 





GRE, THE BUILDER Kar 





[Fesruary 28, 1919. ° 


THE LAW OF LIGHT. 


case, Litchfield-Speer v. Queen 
Gate Mansions (No. 2), Ltd., 
reported in our columns last week, 
raised an important legal question, 
especially at this time, when the advisa- 
bility of some modification in the law 
of light is being advoeated in certain 
quarters. 

The action was a quia timet action ; 
that is to say, it was brought whilst 
the buildings which it was alleged 
would damage the plaintiff's property 
were in course of construction, and 
before they were erected as high as 
the Plaintiff's building; and_ since 
the decision of the House of Lords 
in Coll v. Home and Colonial Stores 
(1904, A.C. 179), which decided that an 
actual nuisance must be proved, no case 
could apparently be cited to the Court 
in which, before the institution of 
proceedings, the new buildings had not 
exceeded the plaintiff's buildings in 
height ; and it was argued that no such 
action could be brought at law, because 
no actual damage had been sustained, 
and even if relief could be given in 
equity it could only be given on proof 
that the act sought to be restrained will 
inevitably result in substantial damage 
and that such damage will be irreparable. 

These contentions amounted in fact to 
this, that no action or proceeding would 
lie, because the damage could not be said 
to be irreparable since it could be 
remedied by pulling down the building. 
The Court held that, as in other cases of 
ordinary apprehended nuisance the Court 
will restrain the act if the plaintiff can 
prove that he will certainly suffer 
substantial damage if the defendant 
persists in his act, so in quia timet actions 
for light it would act as before; but 
that there is a difference in the evidence 
to be addueed since Colls’ case, in that 
a nuisance has to be established, and 
not, as formerly, merely the obstruction 
of a certain quantity of light. 

In this case, the Court held that the 
claim failed as regards one of the windows 
but succeeded as to the other, and a 
declaration was made that the defen- 
dants were not entitled to erect the 
buildings so as to Gause a nuisance— 
with leave to apply for an injunction. 

It will be seen that this case raises 
some points for consideration. It is 
obvious that if a right of a restrictive 
character is capable of being enforced by 
injunction, it is to the interest of all 
parties that the right should be asserted 
as soon as possible, and that the party 
liable to be restrained should not be put 
to additional expense and inconvenience 
by being permitted to complete his 
building before the matter is adjudicated 
upon. This has been recognised by the 
Courts, as in certain cases an injunction 
has been withheld on the ground of 
unreasonable delay on the part of the 
plaintiff. 

But now that interference with light 
to the extent of a nuisance has to be 
proved, the evidence where the obstruc- 
tion has not actually been erected 
can only be evidence of experts and 
therefore not affirmative of fact, being 
merely matter of opinion and very 
expensive to procure. The Court recog- 
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nised the nature of mere expert evidence 
in this case, yet intimated that in really 
doubtful cases it would be the duty of 
the Court to hold that the plaintiff shoulg 
have waited to ascertain the result of the 
erection. But if the plaintiff does 
wait, the decided cases show that the 
Court is very disinclined to grant ay 
injunction, except in very extreme cases 
and the remedy obtained is only damages, 
_It would thus appear that the rule 
since Coll’s case that actual nuisance 
must be proved, far from simplifying 
matters, has rather complicated them, 
So long as the Courts acted on some 
more or less artificial rule—although such 
a rule was never rigidly adhered to—it 
was easier for parties to estimate the 
degree of obstruction which would be 
deemed actionable before the obstruction 
was actually erected, whereas now it 
must be more or less.a matter of opinion 


whether an actual nuisance wil! be 
created by the new building when 


completed. 

This is bad for all parties and bad for 
the development of our towns, as in 
many cases building will be hindered 
by the fear that it may involve uncertain 
and costly litigation; and this fear can 
be played upon by the owners of any 
property likely to be affected in any 
degree. 

The above considerations give ground 
for reflection, whether some_ practical 
rules could not be framed by which 
the rights of both parties could approxi- 
mately be ascertained beforehand. The 
old principle of 45 degrees of light being 
the minimum to be left, although never 
acted upon strictly, did afford a rough 
guide as to whether an obstruction would 
be actionable ; but other considerations 
have to be taken into consideration, 
especially now that an _ obstruction 
amounting to nuisance has to be proved. 
Thus the character of the neighbourhood 
and the use buildings are put to are all 
elements that have to be considered. 

We have suggested in former articles 
that in new neighbourhoods building 
by-laws can be framed so as to mitigate 
questions of ancient lights developing ; 
but in old-established areas, questions as 
to light must perforce arise when any 
alteration of an existing building involves 
an increase in height. If, however, the 
degree of light necessary for buildings 
in various areas, having regard to the 
width of the streets and the other 
amenities, could be broadly defined, 
then actions would only be brought in 
exceptional cases or in cases of real 
abuse. 

—_——_-—s»——____ 
Minimum for Capital and Labour. 

Included in an authoritative statement of the 
views of some of the leading mine-owners of the 
country on the present situation, which the 
Times published recently, is the following pro- 
posal :—The fixing of*a minimum wage for 
labour, a minimum remuneration for manace- 
ment, and a minimum return for capital, each 
item being fixed by agreement between em- 
ployers and workmen in the various districts, 
and for the distribution in agreed proportions 
between three interests of the margin 
between the ascertained average selling price and 
the ascertained average basic cost of production 
for each district. 


these 
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THE SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS. 


NOTT v. CARDIFF CORPORATION. 


Ix our last issue we gave the first part of a 
paper by Mr. W. Valentine Ball, M.A., O.B.E., 
Barrister-at-Law, in which the author dealt 
with some legal decisions as to extras which he 
discussed as bearing on the case of Nott v. Cardiff 
Corporation. Proceeding, he said :— 

But can the written order be, in any other 
circumstances, or in any case, dispensed with ? 
It is in relation to this question that the case 
Nott v. Cardiff Corporation is of importance. 

The facts in the case were as follow :— 

contractor entered into a contract with a 
municipal corporation to construct a reservoir 
at « fixed price in accordance with a specification. 
The work had to be done to the satisfaction of 
the corporation’s engineer, with such additions, 
altcrations, and variations as might from time 
to time be directed by the corporation or the 
envineer as provided by the specification. The 
pre was to be paid against certificates given 
fr. im time to time by the engineer. By a clause 
in the specification it was provided that the 
corporation were not to become liable for the 
payment of any charge for additions, altera- 
ticns or deviations unless instructions for them 
were given in writing by the engineer. The 
sp-cification also pr vided that in case any 
di-pute should arise either during the progress 
of the works or after the determinatien-of the 
contract as to the construction of the- contract 
or as to any matter or thing arising thereunder, 
or as to any objection by the contractor to any 
certificate, finding, decision, requisition, or 
opinion of the engineer, such dispute was to be 
referred to the arbitration and final decision of 
a single arbitrator, and either party might 
demand an immediate determination of the 
dispute. 

Disputes arose during the construction of the 
works as to requirements by the engineer for 
carrying out certain portions of the work in 
a particular manner and with certain materials 
which the contractor contended were extras for 
which he was entitled to be paid in addition to 
the contract price. The engineer refused to 

ve written orders for this work on the ground 
that the work required was in accordance with 
the contract. The contractor carried out the 
work so ordered. The disputes were referred to 
an arbitrator who found that the requirements 
of the engineer were in excess of the work and 
materials which the contractor had undertaken 
to execute and supply, and that the engineer, in 
deciding against the claim of the contractor did 
not act fairly or impartially but had no dishonest 
inotive. He accordingly awarded the contractor 

sum in respect of such extra work. The 
irbitrator’s decision subsequently came before 
he Courts, when Mr. Justice Bray held that the 
.ward of the arbitrator took the place of the 
order in writing of the engineer, and that the 
orporation were liable. 

On appeal Lord Justice Pickford and Mr. 
Justice Neville held that the arbitrator had only 
power to determine the rights of the parties in 
accordance with the contract; that a written 
order was a condition precedent to any claim by 
the contractor for payment for extra work ; 
that the arbitrator had no power to dispense 
with the performance of the condition precedent ; 
ind that therefore he had no power to award 
iny sum for extras. They further held that the 
corporation were not .debarred from relying 
upon the non-performance of the condition 
precedent as they were not in the circumstances 
parties to a prevention of its performance. 

Lord Justice Bankes dissented. He held that 
looking at the contracts in a reasonable and 
business manner, it was intended that whenever 
a dispute arose the arbitrator should have power 
to make an effective award; that “ disputes ” 
included the question as to what the contractor 
was entitled to be paid for the extra work ; and 
that the arbitrator had power to award a sum 
for that work. : 

It then came about, that, by a majority, the 
decision of the arbitrator was overruled. In 


effect, the contention that a dispute between 
the engineer and the contractor as to whether 
a certain thing was an extra or not was held not 
to be a dispute which the arbitrator has power 
to decide. 

Lord Justice Pickford had it clearly in mind 
that such a result might lead to an impasse. 
He pointed out, however, that by a roundabout 
method the arbitration clause when read with 
certain other clauses provided means of getting 
over the difficulty. _He said :— 

The clause clearly contemplates that sume 
disputes may arise during the work, and pro- 
vides that by the consent of the parties or by 
the decision of the arbitrator an immediate 
arbitration may be held. Disputes as to 
whether the method of carrying out a par- 
ticular work or supplying particular materials 
is in accordance with the contract are essen- 
tially of this nature, and if an arbitration took 
place and the arbitrator held that the engineer’s 
decision was wrong, such a decision would be 
inoperative. The arbitrator could not give 
the written order nor dispense with it, but 
such a decision would in practice compel the 
engineer either to abandon his direction to do 
the work or to give the written order. His 
only other course would be to insist on the work 
being done without an order and in default 
take the works out of the contractor’s hands 
under clause 92 or 118. 


Nothing daunted, the contractor went further. 
He took the case to the House of Lords, where 
the judgment of the Court of Appeal was 
reversed (Lord Sumner _ dissenting). 
Finlay. in delivering his opinion, first drew 
attention to Clause 3 of the specification, which 
provides in terms that :— 

No extra charges in respect of extra work 
or works will be allowed unless they are clearly 
outside the spirit and meaning of the specifica- 
tion, nor unless such works-shall have been 
ordered in writing by the engineer. All such 
claims shall be made when the monthly 
measurements are taken and clearly and 
accurately set out in such manner as shall be 

Any instructions for the proper 


prescribed, 
involving extra 


execution of the works, not 

charges. 

He also referred to the arbitration 
which provided for the reference of disputes, and 
said that where either party desired to have a 
dispute settled immediately, the arbitrator 
might decide whether it should ke heard at once. 
He then pointed out that disputes arose as to 
extras at an early stage but the work proceeded 
notwithstanding, that it was not disputed before 
the arbitrator that the value of the work said 
to be “‘ extra’ was £13,000; and that, in fact 
the arbitrator found that work to this valve was 
actually extra. 

Referring to the arbitration clause upon which 
the decision of the ,case really turned, Lord 
Finlay said : 


clause 


Its effect with regard to a dispute as to the 
refusal of the engineer to give an order in 
writing for any item as an extra is, in my 
opinion, this. The clause provides for any 
dispute on such a point being arbitrated at 
once, if it is decided on a preliminary arbitra- 
tion that it ought so to to be decided at once. 
If the arbitration is forthwith held, it appears 
to me that the award by the arbitrator that 
the item in dispute is an extra and therefore 
ought to have been ordered in writing takes 
the place of the order in writing. The arbitra- 
tion is an appeal from the refusal by the 
engineer to give such an order, and the mean- 
ing of the provision is that in that case the 
contractor may go on with the work relying 
on the interim award as putting him in the 
same position as if the engineer had given an 
order in writing.... The dispute was 
whether the item was an extra for which an 
order in writing should be given, and when the 


“Ae 


- 


Lord @ 
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parties agreed that the work should be done 
and that the question should stand over for 
arbitratior the effect of the contract is that 
the finding of the arbitrators is to take place 
of the order in writing which ought to have 
been given. Otherwise the postponed arbitra- 
tion would be entirely useless. 

The other learned Lords, with the exception 
above mentioned, agreed, so the contractor had 
judgment for his £13,000, 

It is always dangerous to argue from the 
particular to the general. A decision which 
turns upon the construction which should be put 
on a clause in a particular contract can seldom 
be relied upon as governing any other case. 
But this much may be said. In a contract 
which provides that all extras must be ordered 
in writing, the refusal of the architect to grant 
a written order may be made the subject of an 
appeal to an arbitrator. Mr. Hudson, in his 
‘** Building Contracts” (1914) (p. 461), says 
that extras may he recovered for without a 
written order only in the following cases : 

*““ (a) Where work in respect of which pay- 
ment is claimed is outside the provisions of the 
contract altogether ; 

** (b) Where, although the work is within the 
provisions of the contract, there is a new con- 
tract to pay without written orders ; 

* (c) Where payment has been made for part 
of the extra work in circumstances which imply 
a contract to pay for the balance ; 

**(d) Where the circumstances are such that 
it would be fraudulent on the part of the 
employer not to pay; and 

** (e) Where the provisions as to 
orders have been waived.” 

Having regard to the decision under review it 
would seem that if the contractor can success- 
fully invoke the assistance of the arbitrator, 
he may obtain payment for extras without 
written order. But he must be careful to take 
this step in the prescribed manner. For 
instance, if he is bound by a contract which 
contains an arbitration clause similar to that 
which is to be found in the form of contract 
approved by the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, he must at once give written notice 
of the dispute. Under that clause, however, 
an arbitration to determine the dispute cannot 
be held (except by consent) until after the 
completion or alleged completion of the works. 
In these circumstances as the extra work 
claimed for may well be covered up before the 
time for arbitration arrives it would be very 
necessary to make the claim as specific as 
possible and to preserve ample materials from 
which the claim can in due time be satisfactorily 
proved. ; 

[ have drawn attention to the material clauses 
of the contract on which this case was decided 
in order to make it : lear that it must not be 
regarded as an authority bearing directly on the 
R.1.B.A. form, where the clauses are different 


written 


°~- + 


Cracking of Cast-iron Boilers. 


At a recent meeting of the Institute of Heating 
and Ventilating Engineers. a paper on “ Crack- 


ing of Cast-iron Sectiona! Boilers ’’ was read by 
Mr. Charles R. Honiball, M.I.Mech.E. (Past 
President). After dealing with the fact that 


many breakdowns must be attributed to the 
abnormal conditions of the past four years, in 
which in most cases far creater results were 
demanded from the boilers than that for which 
they were originally constructed, the lecturer 
explained the many ways in which breakdowns 
may occur through a number of varying circum- 
stances and conditions over which the actual 
manufacturer has no control. The main cause 
of breakdowns is stated to be the formation of 
steam in the boiler. The author recommends 
the fitting of a steam escape pipe to every hot- 
water heating boiler. Great stress is laid in the 
paper on the necessity of careful handling 
during the assembling of the boiler sections. 
Careful attention to the instructions issued by, 


every manufacturer with every boiler relating 
to how to use the same in all respects is strongly 
recommended. 
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COMPETITION NEWS. 


City of Worcester Housing Scheme. 


Members of the Society of Architects are 
requested not to take part in this competition 
without first ascertaining from the secretary of 
the Society that the. conditions have been 
approved by the Council. 


Zeebrugge Memorial. 

The Anglo-Belgian Union, 35, Albemarle- 
street, W. 1, desiring to commemorate the heroic 
landing of tho British forces on the Mole at 
Zeebrugge and the blocking of the Bruges Canal, 
has decided to promote a competition for a 
memorial worthy of that historic achievement. 
The initiative has come from the Town Council 
of Bruges, with which the Union is co-operating. 
It is hoped that the Union will have at its 
disposal for the erection of the memorial a sum of 
£30,000. 
take the form of a monument erected on the 
western side of the entrance to the Bruges Canal. 
As it is desired that the monument should be 
visible at sea for a considerable distance, it is to 
be conceived on a large scale, and the height is 
not to be less than severity-five feet from the 
ground line. The material to be used must be 
granite, or granite and bronze. : 

A committee under the chairmanship of Mons, 
Eugene Standaert, Deputy for Bruges, have 
framed the conditions of the competition, which 
is to be open to all architects and sculptors of 
British and Belgian birth, competing either 
separately or in collaboration. It is pointed 
out that the following incidents would all be 
itting subjects for commemoration : The Storm- 
ing of the Mole; the blocking of the canal 
entrance ; the blowing up of the viaduct ; the 
rescue of the blockship crews ; the co-operation 
of aircraft ; the smoke screens used by Nava] 
craft. 

Premiums will be awarded to the best designs 
by a jury composed of Sir George Frampton, 
R.A., Chairman ; M. Victor Rousseau, M. Paul 
Lambotte, C.B.E., M. Jules Brunfaut, M. 
Ryelandt, Directeur des Beaux-Arts de 
Bruges Mr. Ernest Newton, A.R.A., Mr. M. 
H. Spielmann, F.S.A., Hon. A.R.1L.B.A., 
F.R.S8.L. 

The premiums will be as follows: First 
premium, commission and _ execution of 
memorial; second, £150; third, £75; and 
fourth, £50. In the event of the memorial not 
being executed, the premiums will be as follows $ 
First premium, £200 ; second, £150 ; third, £75; 
and fourth, £50. 

It is proposed to exhibit the models and 
drawings in London, Brussels and Bruges. 


City of Birmingham Pine Apple Farm and Ford 
House-lane Competition. 

The following circular is being forwarded to 
all architects in the Birmingham district in 
relation to this scheme :— 

BIRMINGHAM ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. 

Dear Str.—We have to advise you that the 
replies received from the Housing and Town 
Planning Committee not being satisfactory or 
in accordance with the Royal Institute of 
British Architects’ suggestions for conducting 
competitions, architects are requested not to 
submit designs. 

The matter is being taken up with the 
Operatives’ and other associations, and every 
means is being taken to bring the strongest 
pressure upon the Housing and Town Planning 


Committee in order to ensure’ the schemes 
being carried out in accordance with the 
conditions of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects. 


It is, therefore, strongly suggested, in the 
interests of the profession that no architects 
should submit plans until a favourable solution 
is arrived at. 

W. Avex. Harvey, President. 
E. Marston RupLanp, Secretary. 


It is intended that the memorial should: 


The Scottish Housing Competition. 


We gave in our last issue the result of the 
competition which the Local Government 


Board of Scotland arranged for the Institute 


of Scottish Architects to conduct with a twofold 
Object, Ist, to establish a panel of architects 
from which Local Authorities would be able to 
choose an architect to assist and advise them 
in the preparation and carrying out of any 
housing scheme on terms to be arranged 
between the Local Authority and the architect 
so chosen, and, 2nd, to have prepared specimen 
plans of various types of houses and modes 
of development which would be available to 
Local Authorities for their guidance in the 
consideration of their schemes. 259 com- 
petitors. submitted plans in the competition, 
and the competitors given in our last issue 
have accordingly been placed upon the panel. 
In terms of the conditions of the competition, 
the Board reserved power to add to the names 
placed on the panel as the result of the com- 
petition the names of architects whom they 
considered to be qualified, but who had not 
taken part in the competition owing to the 
fact that they were serving in H.M. Forces, 
or for other reasons. The Board have this 
matter under consideration, and a supplemen- 
tary panel list containing the names approved 
by the Board will, it is hoped, be issued at an 
early date. : 

We are glad to note that the Board strongly 
recommend that, if the Local Authority have 
not already appointed an architect to assist 
and advise them in the preparation and execu- 
tion of their housing scheme, they should now 
proceed to appoint one. In this connection 
it may be noted that the Committee presided 
over by Sir J. Tudor Walters_recommend that 
every housing scheme should be prepared by 
a competent architect, whose duties should 
include the preparation of the lay-out plan 
and the design and planning of all the 
houses. ‘ - 

The Board are satisfied that efficiency and 


economy in the carrying out of a housing « 


scheme can be best secured by employing 
competent architectural assistance, and they 
would urge that such an appointment as is 
suggested above should be made without delay. 
The need for the preparation of housing schemes 
is more than ever urgent, so that building 
operations may be commenced as early as 
possible, and thus provide immediate employ- 
ment for the men who on demobilisation will 
engage in the building industry. 

The Board have arranged that the plans and 
designs submitted by the persons placed upon 
the panel as the result of the competition will 
be exhibited in the Royal Scottish Museum, 
Chambers-street, Edinburgh, during the week 
from Wednesday, February 26, to Tuesday 
March 4, both days inclusive, from 10 a.m. 
till dusk. 


_ 
— 





Assurance Offices, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


The Commercial Union Assurance Co.’s 
Newcastle Offices were opened recently. Messrs. 
Marshall & Tweedy, architects, were responsible 
for this block of buildings; Mr. Pringle, of 
Gateshead, was the contractor who executed 
the designs. 


+ 
ro 





— 


Wages in Scottish Building Trade. 


The Scottish Building Trades (Employers) 
have made a counter proposal of a 44-hours 
per week without any loss of pay. This offer 
is now under consideration of the unions, 
which include painters, electricians, masons, 
bricklayers, joiners and labourers. The present 
week consists of 50 hours, and the workers 
demanded a reduction with equal. pay to 
40 hours. 


“both in town plan and in houses, &c. 





[Fesruary 28, 1914). 


ROMAN CAERWENT. 


On Tuesday, February 4, in connection With 
the Society for the Promotion of Roman St udies, 
a meeting was held in the apartments o{ the 
Society of Antiquaries, Burlington House, Pi, Ca- 
dilly, when Prof. F. Haverfield was to have 
delivered a lecture, with lantern illustrations, on 
“ Roman Caerwent.” Mr. Douglas Freshfield, 
who presided, announced that Prof. Haverfield 
was unable to be present owing to an attack of 
influenza, but he had sent his paper, which \\ ould 
be read by Mr. G. F. Hill. 

In the course of his paper Prof. Haverfield 
said that Caerwent, anciently called “ Venta 
Silurum,” was a small South Monmouthshire 
village, 2} miles from the west bank of the 
Bristol Channel, and about as far from the 
Welsh mouth of the Severn Tunnel. Caerwent 
itself lay in a sheltered position with a lony. low 
detached hill, between two shallow valleys with 
higher ground beyond it. The modern village 
which before 1914 counted barely 200 inhabi- 
tants, lay wholly within a ring of still. statel 
Roman town walls, and with its gardens, me 
docks, roads, &c., filled practically the whole 
interior area of 41 to 42 acres. The site had 
long been recognised as ancient. Full seven 
centuries ago it was noted as Roman by 
Giraldus Cambrensis, and later it was known to 
Leland, in 1545, and to Camden, in 1587 : more 
recently, since 1855, it had seen various, mostly 
casual excavations. In that year the late Mr, 
C. Octavius Morgan, M.P., laid bare a small 
set of well-built baths. Finally, in 1899, Mr. 
A. T. Martin, F.S.A., launched a bold and 
splendid scheme. With the active aid of Mr. 
A. E. Hudd, of Clifton, Dr. T. Ashby, of Rome, 
and others, he began a systematic uncovering 
of the entire site. The generosity of the late 
Lord Tredegar made the scheme possible, and, 
despite all obstacles, it was carried through with 
fine perseverance till 1912. Land was probably 
not too cheap at Venta, for its houses were 
closely packed, and its gardens smaller than 
those of Silchester, and thus it was less of a 
garden city than the latter. But in general cha- 
racter the two Romano-British towns agreed 
Venta 
was, of course, not mentioned in classical !itera- 
ture; its history, like most Roman Imperial 
history, had to be recovered archeologically 
from its remans. Those were not wholly 
unhelpful. The chess-board street plan could 
not have grown up gradually, and implied that 
the town was all laid out gt once. Caerwen was 
an ordinary Romano-British town, small, 
because remote from the main centres and roads 
of civilian activity in Great Britain, yet well 
Romanised and inhabited by persons who lived 
in civilised fashion, who appreciated civilised 
surroundings, hypocausts, and mosaics, and some 
of whom could speak and write Latin. It hada 
municipal government and a town hall, ex- 
hibiting a regular Roman type, and, small as it 
was, it was not merely a large village. They 
might compare it with the Yorkshire town of 
Aldborough. When_and how Caerwent met its 
end was not known. The place lay too far to 
the west to be likely to have fallen a prey to 
English invaders in the fifth century. Before 
those invaders much Romano-British life went 
down in dust and ashes; at Venta, perhaps, 
Roman»-British lifelasted on unbroken. Indeed 
many late Roman coins had been found in it 
which, while they could not be dated precisely, 
suggested that it survived the end of the Roman 
period. He preferred not to reason about such 
matters. If Caerwent perished in the filth 
century and lay waste awhile, th: t was surely 
the fault rather of Irish plunderers than 0! 
Teutons. Not all the destruction of Roman 
Britain was due to the Teutons. Like the la‘: r 
Puritans they had had ascribed to them an ¢\!! 
that they didnot do. Writers of a certain schow! 
told them that England had now and then for- 
gotten the development of Ireland ; it seemed 
fair to note within the ruined walls of Caerwen' 
that in one age at east the Irish set about | 
destroy civilisation in this island. . 
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HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING NOTES. 





State Houses. 

Magor ASTOR, in Parliamentary Papers, says 
that it is not the intention that the Government 
should itself undertake the building of houses, 
save in exceptional circumstances. In regard 
to schemes of Local Authorities and public 
ytility societies the Local Government Board 
will, as a general rule, expect that a standard 
shall be attained of not more than twelve 
jouses to the acre in urban areas, and not more 
than eight houses to the acre in rural areas. 


House Building in MeJbourne. 

Before the war, according to statistics, the 
building of 75 houses was comm@nced in 
Melbourne and suburbs every week. In the 
last four years, however, the estimate had 
dropped to 50. Increased cost of materials and 
difficulties of the labour market are the ex- 
planations offered. Very often owing to the 
fact that only a few houses were contemplated 
the labourers demanded higher wages because 
the job was going to be of short duration. 


The Covecunens Housing Bill. 


In the House of Commons a few days ago, 
Dr. Addison said :—-‘ A large number of houses 
jn a state of dilapidation were sti!l occupied. 
No closing orders with respect to them had 


~ been issued, because if they were shut up there 


would be nowhere else for the unfortunate 
inhabitants to go to. But it was quite clear 
that the shortage of housing tould not be 
made entirely good by the provision of new 
houses. The best must be made of the existing 
houses also, Proposals affecting those houses 
would be found in the Bill which he hoped to 
lay before the House in a short time. When 
members saw that Bill they would find that 
the Government were living up to their pledges. 
It would be very drastic, and designed really 
to provide houses. They had been talking 
about houses long enough; they now wanted 
to see houses being built. It was not intended 
that all bricks and other building materials 
should be monopolised for the Government 
scheme of housing. They must give a chance 
to private builders also. They were hard at 
work and meant business. But the House 
would recognise that the preparation of plans, 
the supply of bricks and materials, and the 
hundred and one practical questions that must 
be dealt with before houses could be built could 
not be disposed of in the course of a week. 
They had certified for brick yards, were pro- 
viding the necessary machinery, and were 
making themselves a nuisance to the Demo- 
bilisation Department in order to get back the 
men required to start the brickyards,” 


Housing Officials. 

The President of the Local Government 
Board has given Mr. Cautley, in reply to a 
Parliamentary question, the following par- 
ticulars as to officers, inspectors, and clerks 
who are or have been during the last three 
months employed in the Housing Department 
of the Board. 


Office. Name. Salary. 
Controller of Hotising.. Mr. Dickinson £1,100 
Assistant Controller .. Mr. Forber.. 1,000 
Finance Officer . Mr. Davidge 700 
Mr. Unwin .. 900 
Mr. Pepler .. 700 
Mr. Collin .. 560 
Mr. Leonard 560 
Mr. Cliiton .. 560 
Mr. Eyles .. 520 
Mr. Stewart 520 
Inspectors and Mr. Clapham 520 

Architects .. { Mr. Fawkner 500 
Mr. Bothnam 500 
Mr. Greenall 500 
Mr, Spoor .. 500 
Mr. Chappell 500 
Mr. Yale... 500 

Mr. Saul _ .. 500 
t Mr. Robertson: 500 





Greater London as Housing Unit. 

The Tottenham District Council have con- 
vened a conference representing trade wnions, 
friendly societies, churches and chapels, and 
other local organisations to stimulate public 
interest in the question of the housing of the 
industrial classes, to be held at the Town Hall 
Tottenham, on Friday, February 28. The 
following resolutions will be submitted to the 
conference for consideration :— 


“ That this conference is strongly of the 
opinion that the area of Greater London, 
within 15 miles of Charing-cross or thereabouts, 
should form a unit for housing purposes with 
a view to the question of the housing of the 
working classes in the area concerned being 
dealt with in accordance with a comprehensive 
scheme.” 

‘“ That so as ‘to secure co-ordination, the 
Local Government Board, in conjunction with 
the representatives of the Local Authorities 
concerned, should be asked to prepare housing 
schemes for the said area and to take such 
legislative steps as may be necessary to carry 
the same into effect.” 

“ That this conference expresses the view 
that not only should the cost of the new housing 
schemes be a national charge, but that the cost 
of putting into operation Parts I., I., and IIT. 
of the Housing of the Working Classes Act, 
1890, should be borne by the Treasury, and 
that the Government should make Grants in 
aid to Local Authorities whose rates are increased 
aS a consequence of working-class dwellings 
being erected in their areas—e.g., in respect 
of additional expenditure relating to education 
and the feeding of necessitous children.” 


Women’s View of Ideal Home. 


In their annual report the Manchester and 
Salford Women Citizens’ Association claim 
credit for the following recommendation :— 


Diversity and not undue standardisation in 
house planning. 

The provision of a proper place for the 
storage of food. 

Built-in cupboards in all rooms. 

Bath to each house. 

Hot water supply to each house. 

Means of filling the wash boiler and emptying 
same by taps. 

An entrance lobby to each house. 

Wooden floors for bedrooms, 

Handrails to all staircases. 

Suitabie racks for airing clothes. 

Deep sinks, with plugs. 

Mouldings and skirtings without ledges for 
dust. 

Tiled hearths. —~ 

Papers on walls of living rooms and bed- 
rooms. 

Distemper on lobbies, sculleries, and bath- 
rooms. 


L-cal Autho-ities and S: hemes. 


Considerable progress, it is stated, is now 
being made with the preparation of housing 
schemes, and building may be started, in 
some places within a few weeks. Sir James 
Carmichael has been appointed Director 
General, and a complete system of decentrali- 
zation is being arranged, so that Housing 
Commissioners of standing will be localized 
in the different areas. When this organiza- 
tion is completed it is expected that local 
authorities will be able to get their schemes 
considered and passed far more rapidly 
than when every detail had to be dealt with 
in London. 


The House Famine. 


Messrs. Hopkinson & Co., of Worksop, who 
have been engaged in the erection of ‘model 
villages in connection with colliery companies 
in South Yorkshire and South Wales, state that 
they used to build and sell a six-roomed house 
(freehold), including land and roads, for £188, 
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and that the actual cost of building the same 
house at the present time without land and 
other charges is £420. Mr. Frederick Hopkinson, 
in conversation with a representative of the 
Times, speaking of the Government scheme of 
housing, said :— 

‘* Before the war, the Jarge industrial ceom- 
panies had, through us, solved the housing ques- 
tion-so far as it affected their workpeople, 
without the need of Government assistance. 
Those companies are now fully alive to the 
necessity of providing good living houses, in 
pleasant surroundings, for the people whom they 
employ. For the past seven years this firm has 
been practically wholly engaged on the erection 
of model villages in connection with large 
collieries. At present we have five villages in 
actual course of construction as follows : 


Probable 
ae No. of No. 
houses! already 
required. _ erected. 
Maltby Main Colliery 
Co., Maltby :. .. 1,400 950 
Rossington Main Colly. 
Co., Rossington .- 1,500 500 
Rother Vale OSlls., Ltd., 
Thurcroft ae .. 1,000 300 
Powell Duffryn Steam 
Coal Co., Pengam .. 424 200 
Hatfield Main Colliery 
Co., Hatfield .. .. 1,600 50 


“We are now preparing plans for three more 
villages, one in South Yorkshire, one in fAnca- 
shire, and one in Kent. The smallest of these 
schemes is for 424 houses and the others approach 
1,600 houses. We have built houses in this way 
to the value of over one million pounds, without 
costing the colliery companies a penny, and 
have found it to be good paying business. I 
therefore think that the proper solution of the 
housing problem is the formation of utility 
societies by the industrial companies. They 
are quite willing to undertake the building if the 
Government will advance the money at a fair 
rate of interest, and bear the loss over afd above 
the Government guaranteed terms, so that they 
may have control of the houses. If the letting 
of the houses is vested in the Local Authorities, 
what security is there that the houses will go 
to the people ‘or whom they are intended ? It 
has happened that houses built by Local Authori- 
ties become inhabited not by the working 
classes but by people of a higher position 
socially.” 


The Problem of City Development. 


In an interesting article Mr. A. G. Dalzell, 
writes in the Journal of The Engineering 
Institute of Canada on the economic problem 
of town planning as viewed by an engineer. 
The writer has taken two portions of the city 
of Vancouver, one planned on the rectangular 
system, and the other planned according to the 
topography of the country. Instead of running 
streets in a rectangular style, attention to the 
lay of the land is strongly recommended. 
Further, the writer by means of comparative 
prices and tables, shows that the residential 
district known in Vancouver as Shaughnessy 
Heights, where the plannifig followed the 
topographical features of the land, was cheaper 
than the rectangular planning of the workman’s 
section of the city, known as Ward. 8. \Mr. 
Dalzell endeavours to prove that each site 
must be most carefully considered, and to apply 
the rectangular street planning in spite of 
topographical, features to every city will prove 
more often than not a very expensive and 
unsatisfactory proceeding. Closing a very in- 
teresting paper with a strong exhortation to 
the Governments and city administrators of 
Canada to realise the necessity of meeting the 
economic competition of the future by city 
planning on a wide and most efficient basis, 
the writer says, “ If we enter upon this work 
with a true foresight and vision, and carry it 
on earnestly and steadily, it will be the most 
striking contribution that citizens of to-day 
can make to the welfare of those of to-morrow.” 
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THE HOUSING QUESTION 
AND BUNGALOWS. 


We have received from Mr. Mayfield, of 
Godmanchester, who has given a good deal 
of attention to the housing question, the 
following observations on bungalows for 
agricultural labourers and others :— 


# Srr,— Will you accept a few unhewn thought® 
from a rural thinker upon that phase of the 
housing question which affects the agricultural 
labourer, together with an illustration to 
elucidate the text ? 

Thought 1. Evidence is accumulating daily 
as to the urgency of the question, and the 
demand grows in insistence. 

2. How best to meet the demand, and what 
accommodation should be provided. 

3. Why not a bungalow? ‘The advice of the 
Government as to the number of cottages to the 
acre admits of room, hence the greatest difficulty 
is removed. 

4. Here let us give expression to the thoughts 
of our future tenants; they have had a life- 
time experience of the lamentable lack of 
accommodation of the houses they were. born 
and reared in, and they have the greatest right 
to speak. 

5. They say : ‘““ We want a house where the 
front door does not open direct into the room. 
We want a spacious room to live in. This must 
not be too large, or it would be beyond our means 
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to warm it, nor must it be too small, or it will not 
be healthy. We need a better scullery—this is 
the workshop of the house. We need in this a 
small range, a copper, a sink anda bath. Above 
all we need in this room privacy, and we think it 
should not be a mere passage to the living room. 
One of our greatest trials is the water supply. 
Where we live now we have to get water from a 
pump common to a row of houses. The pump 
is often out of order, and in many cases it is the 
only supply we have for washing ourselves and 
our clothes. Then, if you can provide a well- 
lighted larder away from the drains and a cup- 
board or two for clothes our daily needs will be 
fairly well supplied. As regards our nightly 
necessities, we should likethree nice airy bedrooms 
with fireplaces and privacy secured. , Some of us 
would like a parlour, but we recognise the extra 
expense this entails; and we could use a bed- 
sitting -room to entertain any visitors we don’t 
want to take into the living-room.” 

6. I submit that the above is a fair statement 
of the legitimate wishes of the labourers and 
their wives. 

7. In the plan I send, I have made an honest 
attempt to give expression to these wishes. 

8. The plan explains itself, but I would 
briefly summarise its unusual features. It is 
intended to stand on a concrete raft ; the thick- 
ness of this will be, of course, governed by the 
nature of the soil it is built on. 

The main walls are hollow, composed of two 
quite separate units fixed with wire, and consist 








of two 3in. slabs. The partition walls are of 
4 in. concrete. 

The bath and sink are made of concrete, 
waterproofed by one of the numerous methods of 
waterproofing. 

The roof is of concrete, a 4in. slab with suffi- 
cient reinforcement. Over the scullery-window 
a reinforced concrete rainwater tank of 250 gals. 
capacity is provided, into which all the water of 
the roof gravitates, and this feeds a pipe over the 
sink with a branch over the bath. The position 
of the larder windows is away from the drain, 
and as the drain which receives the bath and 
sink wastes gets the benefit’of the overflow from 
the R.W.T., it should always be clean. 

In the country the hard water is “ laid on” 
to the sink by means of a Jack pump. For the 
more efficient ventilation of all the rooms every 
room has a separate air flue provided by the side 
of the ordinary chimney. This flue starts 9 in. 
below the ceiling and finishes level with the 
chimney, and has a pot to match. So far as I 
know this is the first specification published 
which provides for efficient ventilation of a 
labourer’s house. The paved space beneath 
the rainwater tank provides a cool retreat in 
summer and shelter in winter. 

As regards the very important question of 
aspect, I should prefer the front door to face 
south-east, but where this cannot be done the 
living-room could be skylighted, the size of the 
light being ruled by the northern orientation. 
For it is a cardinal condition that as much 
sunlight as possible should be got in the living- 
room, and sunlight is cheaper when had direct 
than when it has been stored for ages in the form 
of paraffin. So far we have tried to let the 
jabourers be their own architects. How far it 
would be wise to employ ther as builders may 
be summed up in Henebique’s famous phrase, 
and one which I have proved to be true, that 
« British agricultural labourers are the finest 
concrete mixers in the world. ‘ 

In a future issue I s.uld like to give 
a short description of my method of building 
small portable concrete structures suitable for 
the outbuildings. 

C. F, Mayriecp. 


- 


Godmanchester. 
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HOUSING CONSTRUCTION 
AND MATERIALS. 


“ ConstRucTION Problems in Relation to 
Housing ’’ was the subjezt of a lecture delivered 
by Mr. James 8. Boyd to the Architectural 
Craftsmen’s Society, at_ the Royal Technical 
College, Glasgow, on February 7. At the 
outset, the lecturer stated that before we 
could solve the problem of economical housing 
construction, we must have a radical modifica- 
tion of the existing building regulations, 
and it was on the assumption that compliance 
with the existing regulations would not be 
insisted upon that he brought forward several 
suggestions for cheapening the cost of erection 
of houses under the projected housing schemes 
now before the country. Cavity walls in brick 
or ‘concrete were advocated, both for city and 
suburban use, as providing a dry and warm 
house during the winter and a cool house 
during the summer. Concrete block and slab 
construction was also recommended for similar 
reasons, As a matter of economy in main- 
tenance, it is advisable that ordinary plastering, 
external plumber-work and external joinery 
should be reduced to the minimum. Also, from 
the point of view of up-keep, the lecturer advo- 
cated the substitution of casements for the 
familiar double-hung sash windows, which cost 
& great deal for the repair of sash-cords and 
fittings. The abolition of the common type 
of cast-iron kitchen range—which is more 
ornamental than useful—was also strongly 
urged; and a suitable gas-cooking stove 
substituted in the scullery, relieving the living 
room from the cooking of meals and much of the 
preparatory work connected therewith. The 
living-room will thus cease to be a kitchen 
merely. 
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BRICKS, CEMENT, AND 
TIMBER. 


We make’ some allusion on P- 201 to 
Dr. Addison’s remarks as to the policy of the 
Government, |? ; 

The President of the Local Government Board 
makes the following announcement :— 

Special measures have been taken in order to 
stimulate the production of building materials 
The Ministry of Munitions, acting as avents fop 
the Local Government Board, are placing orders 
for bricks, slates, stone, doors, window frames 
and other house fittings. y 

As regards bricks, the stock now in hand 
amounts to about 200,000,000. About 1,499 
brickyards, most of them small, were closed 
during the war. In order to increase the produc. 
tion of bricks, the following steps have been 
taken :—(1) Action has been taken to ensure 
@ proper supply of labour for brickyards; the 
release of 2,400 pivotal men has been arranged, 
and the whole of this number should be available 
shortly ; (2) technical assistance is being given 
to enable those works which have been closed 
to reopen at the earliest possible moment ; 
(3) technical, assistance is also being given to 
advise generally as to improved methods of 
manufacture, by which it is hoped production 
will be materially increased. Orders have 
already been placed for about 350,000,000 
bricks ; and the Government is arranging with 
firms, where necessary, to make advanced 
payments for the output of the re-opened works, 

As regards cement, the Board of Trade state 
that there is every prospect of an adequate sup- 
ply at a- reasonable price. A general licence 
has been issued for the export of cement to 
countries to which -export is not limited for 
blockade reasons ;_ but, if it should prove need- 
ful, which seems at present unlikely, the export 
could be curtailed. 

Steps have also been taken to increase the 
supply of timber. 

Fear has been expressed in some quarters as 
to the possibility of all building materials being 
commandeered for the Government’s housing 
programme. It is not now, and has not been, 
the intention of the Government to requisition 
the whole output of brickyards or other vuilding 
material. The primary object of the policy of 
the Government has been to stimulate produc- 
tion and to provide employment. While it is 
obviously necessary that the Government 
should take adequate steps to provide against 
a possible shortage of bricks required for the 
schemes of Local Authorities, it is intended that 
a proportion of the output of the brickfields 
shall be available to supply the demand of 
the building industry for works outside the 
Government housing programme. It is not 
practicable to define the exact proportion at the 
outset, but if is proposed that, until the mater- 
ials are required for the Government's housing 
programme, they should be available to meet 
the demands of the ordinary building industry. 
The same principle will apply with respect to 
slates and tiles. As regards the other materials, 
it is proposed only to place orders for limited 
quantities, the primary object in this case being 
to place orders with a limited number of firms 
which have been engaged on war supplies » ith 
view to minimizing unemployment due to 
the cancellation of munitions contracts. There 
is, therefore, no reason why persons who W ish 
to place contracts for private work should be 
deterred from doing s0. 


~~ 
> 





Tra'e Inquiry. 

The following inquiry has been received at 
the Canadian Government Trade Comms 
sioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, Basinghal - 
street, London, E.C.2., whence further infor- 
mation may be obtained :— 

Builders’ Supplies, &.—A Montreal business 
man, now in London, is desirous of secutirs 
agencies in building supplies, accessories, &e., 
for the whole of Canada. 
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THE BUILDING TRADE. 


PROFIT-SHARING IN THE BUILDING INDUSTRY. 
By Water LAwrence, President of the Institute of Builders. 


IS IT PRACTICAL ? 
WILL ORGANISED LABOUR CO-OPERATE IN ITS EXPERIMENTAL APPLICATION ? 


Ar a time when —_ earnest and thinking 
man is seeking for a solution of the difficulties 
which beset the relations between employers 
and employed, it is a duty incumbent upon 
anyone who thinks he sees a method of unifying 
the interests of both parties and which may 


pay or working rules, neither will it interfere 
with nor undermine the existing labour organi- 
sations whose co-operation would in practice be 
desired and of great value in making the scheme 
@ success, 

Before profit-sharing can be put into opera- 


provide at least a partial solution, to lay before.. tion, we must first decide what is the equitable 


those concerned his proposals for consideration 
and criticism. It is in that spirit that the 
writer puts forward the following suggestions. 

profit-sharing and co-partnership in industry 
are subjects which have recently received con- 
siderable attention from entployers and em- 
ployees, and are worthy of serious thought ; it is 
considered by many that by the application of 
one or other of them to industrial production 
each of the factors which contribute so power- 
fully to the result—namely, labour, whether 
by hand or brain; and capital, without“which 
productim cannot go far—could be ensured 
adequat> rewards for the contribution they 
respectively make towards the attainment of 
that production. 

It isnot by any means a new subject, as several 
successful schemes in other industries have been 
in operation for a considerable number of years. 
Serious complaints, which were generally founded 
on a wrong basis, were made during the war of 
lessened output per individual in the building 
trade, due allowance not being made for the fact 
that the majority engaged in building operations 
were, owing to their strenuous open-air life, 
physically fitted for war service, consequently 
the industry was quickly depleted of its best 
men, and in the end carried on by means of 
old men and boys and men who drifted into it 
from other industries, 

The real building worker is now coming back 
and it remains for all interested to improve the 
industry, dispel the existing atmosphere of 
distrust and not allow it to grow and warp our 
judgment, and find a basis on which all can work 
whole-heartedly for the common good of not 
only the industry but the country generally. 

With a view to solving the problem, let us 
consider what is essential to the conduct of a 
building business ;— 


Ist. It must have manual labour. 

2nd. It must have administrative labour. 

3rd. It must have capital. 

4th. The result of their employmext and 
co-operation must produce work at competi- 
tive prices. 


The ideal to be sought after is that manua) 
labour, administrative labour and capital shall 
osc: “0 fair and equitable return, having 
regard to the energy, forethought or i 
which each contlibaed, bs oe 
mW. the building industry, with its lump sum 
b ‘wring and speculative estimating, it is 
: viously impossible to lay down hard and fast 
eg tor these respective services 3 we are there- 
ore compelled to adopt some method that will 
approach this ideal as nearly as possible, and if, 

in devising any Scheme we can give all parties 
> incentive to put forth their best, at the same 
ime assuring them that they will receive an 
equitable reward, then we shall have arrived 
at - practical solution of the problem. 

. t is the opinion of many that “‘ co-partner- 
~ UP ~ is the solution in businesses manufactur. 
«KF article of commerce where labour is 
applied ¢ but it cannot at present be generally 
PP ;.our industry owing to the amount of 


constantly 


© alternative ; : . 
submitted j ‘3 profit-sharing, which it is 
way interfere wit oF he antag and will in no 
present ‘ antagonistic to the 
recognised method of settling rates of 


living wage for labour and what is the equitable 
living wage for capital. The wages for manual 
labour are settled by the respective organisa- 
tions of empleyers and employees; no great 
difficulty presents itself with regard to adminis- 
trative labour, but the wages of capital vary 
with every undertaking in proportion to the 
security it offers. With Government securities 
at over five per cent., it is obvious that no one 
would finance a building contractor’s business, 
with its admitted risks, at anything approaching 
that figure, because capital only receives its 

“* wages” after all other liabilities have been 

paid. It is therefore difficult to lay down a 

fixed percentage in all cases, but 7 per cent. is 

suggested as being a basic rate for capital in this 
industry, under average conditions, 

After paying ‘these wages of labour and 
capital, also costs of materials, rent, rates, 
taxes, insurance and all other proper charges, 
there should be a balance which is called gro/t ; 
this profit it is suggested should be divided 
equally between labour and capital. 

The moiety allocated to labour should be 
divided in direct proportion to the wagee 
received by each individual, and the following 
scheme is put forward as a method by which 
this can be done. 

Every person employed at any time during 
the year for a period of 4 weeks or more shall 
participate in the scheme. 

Cards suitably printed and spaced should 
be kept at all establishments for each person, 
on which will be entered his name, trade, 
address, and the amount of every payment 
of wages made to him. These cards will be 
open to his inspection at all reasonable times. 

In the event of an employee leaving or being 
discharged at any time, he shall receive a voucher 
for the amount of wages received by him during 
the current year. At the end of each financial 
year. these vouchers and the cards are to, be 
returned to the builder’s head office. 

The amount which each person is entitled 
to should be ascertained by a chartered account- 
ant acting on behalf of the employees with a 
chartered accountant acting on behalf of the 
employers, 

A committee of the employees should be 
elected annually, meeting at frequent intervals, 
to discuss with the employer any suggestion of 
possible improvement in the scheme. Any 
employee could make suggestions through this 
committee on any matter of general economy 
or improved methods of working in the business. 

The scheme will not in any way ‘interfere 
with the v_ king rule agreements or concilia- 
tion boards, neither will it effect any alterations 
in hours of labour, rates of pay or conditions. 
These would be complied with as if a profit 
sharing scheme were not in existence. 

It is submitted that the foregoing demon- 
strates that profit sharing in the building 
industry is practical. To ascertain whether 
organised labour will co-operate heartily in its 
application is one of the objects of this com- 
munication. 

The scheme is put forward as a business 
proposition. It is not proposed to make it 
part of the bargain that an increased pro- 
duction must be shown. Indeed, for the first 
year the writer believes that bably no 
increased efforts may be perceptible, but he 


has sufficient confidence in human nature to 


warrant the belief that when the employees 
actually receive their respective shares in the 
profit for the first year, they would feel stima- 
lated towards an endeavour to not only get the 
same the following year but if possible to increase 
the profits, so that their share might. also 
increase, and that the general result would be 
a more economical production with a tendency 
towards an increased production. 

Believing that, he also believes it will follow 
‘that there would be an all-round tendency for 
employers to try and keep in their employ the 
employees whose keenness had been thus 
stimulated, because in that way the greatest 
benefits from the scheme would be secured 
‘alike to labour and capital. The scheme ought 
‘therefore to do something substantial, once 
it became general, to remedy the evil of casual 
employment, which is such a regrettable feature 
of the building industry. 


To SUMMARISE : 


This scheme is based upon the fact that 
labour (mapual and administrative) cannot 
produce unless it has the support of capitalists 
and the use of their capital, and that capital 
could not be usefully or profitably employed 
without the co-operation of labour. They are 
each equally necessary to, and should be, in 
fact, partners in production. 

This scheme makes what may be regarded 
the “ living wages” of labour and of capital 
a prior charge upon the earnings of a business 
and then provides for any profit remaining to 
be equally divided between labour and capital 
as equal partners in the combination which 
made the profit. 

The foregoing must not be taken as a scheme 
put forward by the Institute of Builders, but 
as am expression of the writer’s personal ideag 
which he is prepared to adopt in his own business, 
provided organised labour agrees to give it a 
fair trial. 
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INCREASE OF RENT. NEW 
| TENANTS. 


TuE case of King v. York, at present very 
briefly reported in the Times (February 12) 
is f some importance, and may require further 
notice when a more amplified report appears. 
It appears that a house let at a weekly rent of 
10s. on August 3, 1914, at the commencement 
of the war, at some subsequent date, which 
is not given in the report, was let to another 
tenant at a rent of 20s., with leave to sublet 
as apartments. This new tenant, being in 
arrears with the rent, an application was made 
by the landlord under The Courts (Emongeeey 
Powers) Act for leave to distrain, and the 
County Court judge granted the application 
on the ground that the Increase of Rent Act, 
1915, did not apply to this case of letting to 
a new tenant as a lodging house. 

The tenant appealed from this order, and 
the Divisional Court held that the County 
Court judge was wrong in holding that the 
Increase of Rent Act did not apply to a new 
tenancy. The Court was led to this conclusion 
by the terms of the Act. Thus in Section i 
sub-section 1, the “‘ standard rent” is men- 
tioned in connection with the dwelling house 
with no reference to any particular tenant, 
the definition of “ standard rent ”’—viz., the 
rent at which the dwelling house was let on 
the 3rd day of August, 1914, or where the 
dwelling house was not let on that date the 
rent at which it was last let before that date 
or the rent at which it was first let after that 
date—also only refers to the house and not to 

any tenant; and, lastly, Section 2, sub- 
section 5, provides “ Where this Act has become 
applicable to any dwelling house or any mort. 
gage thereon it shall continue to apply thereto 
whether or not the dwelling house continues 
to be a dwelling house to which this§ Act 
applies.” ; 
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Thus the Court_held that the Act applies to 
the house and.not to the tenant, and in this 
connection t used an expression clearly 
understood in shipping cases by saying the Act 
applied in remand not in personam. It stereo- 
t the rent for the duration of the Act. 

‘Some surprise has been expressed that this 
can be the real intention of the Act, but it 
must be remembered that last year an amending 
Act was passed which restricted landlords even 
from selling houses to persons who wished to 
occupy them if a tenant was at the time in 


possession. 
Since ‘the above note was written a case 
Stovin v. Farebrass (the Jimes, Feb 20, 


has been decided on the amending Act alluded 
to above. A tenant was in possession of a 
house within the principal Act, and had been 
#0 since some date in 1917, and no breach of 
any covenant in the agreement was alleged. 
The landlord had an’ offer for the purchase of 
the house provided that possession ‘could be 
given by the end of September, 1918. Notice 
was given to the tenant to quit, but the tenant 
declined to leave. Workmen were sent in by 
the landlord whilst the tenant, after notice to 
quit, remained on the premises. The landlord 
took proceedings to recover possession, and in 
those proceedings the tenant counterclaimed 
for damages for trespass. The County Court 
judge appears to have given judgment for the 
andlord on the ground that he had discretion 
to do so under Section 1, sub-section 3, of the 
Act, and that the amending Act did not affect 
his discretion. 

Section 1, suk-section 3, provides that no 
order shall be made for possession so long as 
there is no ground of complaint against the 
tenant except on the ground “ that the premises 
are reasonably required by the landlord for the 
occupation of himself or some other person in 
his employ, or in the employ of some tenant 
from him, or on some other grounds which may 
be deemed satisfactory by the Court making 
the order.” 

The Divisional Court held that the discretion 
had not been rightly exercised, and reversed 
the judgment. The Court found that the 
amending Act says in spirit that a person 
acquiring the property after the Act came into 
force shall not be deemed to be a landlord 
under the principal Act. The effect of this in 
this case is that the purchaser could not have 
applied for possession nor could the vendor 
under the principal Act, for she was not claiming 
the premises for her own occupation or for that 
of anyone in her,employ or,in the‘employ of a 
tenant of hers. 





PATENTS. 


APPLICATIONS PUBLISHED.* 


121,611.—J. G. Rose: Level and inclination 
er angle indicators. 

121,882.—W. C. Hulsman: Wooden frames 
in which the stiles and rails are connected by 
mortises and tenons. 

121,986.—W. E. Windsor-Richards: Manu- 
facture of moulded articles from cement. 

122,016.—H. R. Prosser and Etna Lighting 
and Heating Co.: Heating apparatus for main- 
taining store rooms and garages at a regular 
temperature, 

122,021.—A. J. Bates, W. A. Bates and 
Bates Expanded Steel Truss Co.: Machines 
for straightening structural members. 

122,026.—F. J. Webb and F. J. Leather : Port- 
able huts. 

122,055.—E. P. Wells: Construction of 
reinforced concrete walls, floors, and other 
structures. 

122,062.—B. F. Hartley: Machine for 
moulding building blocks. 

122,064.—Simplex Conduits, Ltd., and J. H. 
Collie: Fire-prevention device for electric 
cables. 

122,081.—E. Swingler: Concrete block walls. 

122,096.—S. A. E. Hickson: Reinforced 
soncrete girders. 





' © All these applications are now in the stage im 
which opposition to the grant of Patents upon them 
may be made. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE. 


following are the present rates of wages in the Building Trade in the 
understood that, while every endeavour is made to ensure 
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COMPETITIONS, CONTRACTS, &c. 


For some contracts still open, but not included in this List, see previous issues. Those with 


ao asterisk (%) are advertised in this number. 
ments xxxVviij; 
mation are imp 
lowest or any te 
tenders; an 


Contracts x; Competitions iv; Public Appoint- 
Sales by Auction xi. Certain conditions beyond those given inthe following infor- 
osed in some cases, such as that advertisers do not bind themselves to accept the 
nder; that a fair wages clause shall be observed ; that no allowance will be made for 
that deposits are returned on receipt of a bona-fide tender unless stated to the contrary 


The date given at the commencement of each paragraph is the latest date when the tender or the 
names of those willing to submst tenders, may be sent tn. 





BUILDING AND. PAINTING. 


FesRUARY 28.—Smethwick.— SaNaToRriIvM.— The 
gmethwick and Oldbury Joint Hospital Committee 
invite tenders for the erection of a sanatorium of 24 
beds, with dining room,éc., at Holly-lane, Smethwick. 
Quantities from Mr. Alex. Hosken, Borough Engineer 
and Surveyor, Smethwick. Deposit £2 2s. 

Marcu 3.— Durham.— LAvaTory. — Tenders are 
inviterd for the erection of a six-stall urinal in the hall at 
Wharton Park. Plans at Burlison Art Gallery, 
Durham. 

March 3.—Glasgow.—PAINTING.—The Gommis- 

’ sioners of H.M. Works, &c., invite tenders for painters’ 
work at the Employment Exchange, Balmoral Hotel, 
Sauchiehall-street, Glasgow. Quantities of the Prin- 
cipal Architect, H.M. Office of Works, &c., Parliament- 
square, Edinburgh. 

MARCH 5.—Bury.—EXTENSIONS.—Tenders are in- 
vided for the various works required in_ erecting 
extensions to Theatre Royal, Bury, for the Northern 
Theatres Co., Ltd. Quantities of Mr. W. W. Long- 
bottom, L.R.I.B.A., architect, Somerset-chambers, 
George-street, Halifax. 

*MaRCcH 7.—Sheffield—Hovusrs.—The Estates 
Committee of the Sheffield City Council is prepared 
to receive tenders for the erection of houses as follows, 
yiz.: High Wincobank Estate (Scheme No. 11), 
206 houses; Norwood Hall Estate (first portion), 
263 houses; Walkley Hall Estate (first portion), 
184 houses. Specifications of Mr. F. E. P. Edwards, 
City Architect, Town Hall, Sheffield. Deposit, £2. 

Marcu 8.—Chislehurst.—The Chislehurst U.D.C. 
invite tenders for renovation of stables ‘at depot 
injured by fire. Form of tender with copy of bills of 
quantities obtained after 24th inst. Fee £22s. Plans, 
&e., may be inspected at Council Offices. For pres- 
eribed form apply to J. J. Brown, Clerk of the Council, 
Council Offices, Church-row, Chislehurst. 

Marcu 10.—Leicester—FILTER HOUSE, COTTAGE, 
&0.—The Corporation Water Department invites 
tenders for the erection of a filter house and caretaker’s 
cottage, the construction of settling tanks, foundations, 
&e., at Hallgates. Quantities of Mr. G. T. Edwards, 
water engineer, Bowling Green-street, Leicester. 

No Date.—Batley.— PICTURE HovusE.—Tenders are 
nvited for the various works required in the building 
of a new picture house in Victoria-street (off Town- 
street), Batley Carr. Names to Messrs. Walter 
Hanstock & Sons, architects, Batley. 

No Date.—Llandough.—HOvsEs.—Tenders are in- 
vited for the erection of three detached houses at 
Llandough, near Cowbridge, for Mr. 8S. H. Byass, of 
Landough Castle. Quantities of Mr. Frank B. Smith, 
architect, Port Talbot. 

No Datr.—Leeds.—CONVERSION.—Tenders are in* 
vited for any of the various works required in alteration’ 
and conversion of maltkiln into factory, in Manor 
street, Sheepscar, Leeds. Names to Mr. Fred. Mitchell, 
Architect, 9, Upper Fountaine-street, Albion-street, 


NO Date.—Rhymney.—GARAGE.—Tenders are in- 
vited for the erection of a garage at Rhymney for 
Messrs. A. Buchan & €o. Names to Architects, Messrs. 
Kenshole & Bevan, Station-road, Bargoed. 


FURNITURE, MATERIALS, etc. 


__ FFBRUARY 28,—Cuckfield—ROAD MATERIALS.—The 
Cuckfield R.D.C. invites tenders for stores, team labour 
aud road surface dressings. Forms of tender to Mr. A. 
Macarthur, Surveyor, Boltro-road, Haywards Heath. 
FEBRUARY 28.—Durham.—ROAD MATERIALS.— 
The Durham County Council invites tenders for road 
materials for the Auckland and Chester main road 
district. Forms of tender of Mr. A. E. Brookes, 
County Surveyor, Shire Hall, Durham 
FEBRUARY 28.—East Ham.—MATERIALS.—The 
Borough Council invites tenders for the supply of 
materials used in the municipal services. Forms of 
a m. C. E. Wilson, Town Clerk, Town Hall, 
gaeBRUARY 28.—Horsham.—TarR.—The County 
uncil of West Sussex invite tenders for 200,000 
ear of tar for surface treatment. Mr. H. W. Bowen, 
ounty Surveyor, North-street, Horsham. 
_ FEBRUARY 28.—Merton.—MATERIALS.—The U.D.C. 
invites tenders for cement, pipes, sewerage iron- 
work, and tar. Forms of tender of Mr. J. Mountfield, 
Clerk, Council Offices, Merton, S.W. 
‘ Marcu 1, — Southend-on-Sea.— MATERIALS. — The 
a agg taeties tenders for tar paving, oil, disin- 
Soutliend-on-Sea, of tender of Mr. R. Dyer, surveyor, 
“ARCH ~1.—Manchester.—MATERIALS.—The Water- 
pe ~head Committee invite tenders for the supply of the 
eanving sluice valves, viz.: 2%‘ 3 in. double socket 
“Ae Pope Poy A. in. double flange. Specifica- 
ns, ve c y 
Hall pe wl od retary, Waterworks Offices, Town 
“ARCH 1.—Bridgwater—ROAD MATRRIALS.—The 
R.D.C. invites tenders for stone and tarmac. Samate 


of tender - J 
Bridgwater Mr. W. H. Cousins, Surveyor, The Depot, 


MARCH 1,—Heywood.—MATERIALS.—The T.C. in- 
vites tenders for road materials and cement. Forms 
of tender of Mr. J. B. Nuttall, Borough Surveyor, 
Heywood. : 

MarRcH +.—South Shields——MATERIALS.—Tenders 
are invited by the Corporation for six months’ supply 
of the various materials required in the muncipal 
services. Forms of tender of Major L. Roseveare, 
Borough Engineer, South Shields. 

MARCH 33.—Sunbury-on-Thames.—ROAD MATERIALS 
The U.D.C. invites tenders for granite and macadam, 
Forms of tender of Mr. H. Coales, Surveyor, 
Sunbury-on-Thames. 

MARCH 3.—Maesteg.—MATERIALS.—The Maesteg 
Urban District Council invite tenders for the supply 
of materials for the various services. Forms of tender 
of Mr. Samuel J. Harpur Surveyor, Municipal Offices, 
Talbot-street, Maesteg. 

MARCH 3.—Barrow.—MATERIALS.—Tenders are in- 
vited by the Corporation for materials required in 
the Electricity Department. Forms of tender of the 
Borough Electrical Engineer, Barrow. 

MARCH 3.—Canterbury.— MATERIALS.—The Corpora- 
tion invite tenders for materials used.in the public 
services. Forms of tender of Mr. A. C. Turley, city 
surveyor, Canterbury. 

MARCH 3.—Derby.—MATERIALS.—The Corporation 
invites tenders for materials used in the municipal 
services. Forms of tender of Mr. J. Ward, borough 
surveyor, Derby. 

Marcon 3.—Hunslet.—MATERIALS.—The Hunslet 
Rural District Council invite tenders for the supply of 
highway material for twelve months. Specifications 
of Mr.W. B. Pindar, Clerk, Leek-street, Hunslet, Leeds. 

MAROH 4.—Barking.—MATERIALS.—The U.D.C. in- 
vites tenders for road, sewer and other materials. 
Forms of tender of Mr. H. Hayseeds, clerk, Public 
Offices, Barking. 

Marcon 4.—Chingford.— ROAD MATERIALS. — The 
U.D.C. invite tenders for road materials and tar. 
Forms of tender of Mr. L. C. Bowen, Clerk, Council 
Offices, Chingford. 

MarcH 4.—Manchester—RAILWAY STORES.—The 
Great Central Railway Co. invite tenders for stores 
and materials. Forms of tender of Mr. W. Williams, 
Stores Superintendent, Great Central Railway, Gorton, 
Manchester. 

MARCH 5.—Beverley.— ROAD MATERIALS.—The East 
Riding of Yorkshire County Council invite tenders for 
the supply of broken whinstone, tarred and untarred 

slag, &c. Forms of tender of the County Surveyor, 
County Hall, Beverley. 

MARCH 4.—Strood.—ROAD MATERIAL—The R.D.C. 
invites tenders for road materials. Forms of tender of 
Mr. L. Randerson, Surveyor, Meopham, Gravesend. 

MARCH 5.—Whitefield.—MATERIALS.—The White- 
field U.D.C. invite tenders for the supply of granite 
macadam, setts, chippings, kerbs, flags, disinfectants, 
earthenware pipes, ironwork and general stores 
for one year. Forms of tender of Mr. George M. 
Denton, Engineer and Surveyor, Council Offices, 
Whitefield. 

MarcH 6.—Caistor.—Tar.—The R.D.C._ invites 
tenders for 18,500 gallons of refined tar. Forms of 
tender of Mr. A. A. Padley, Clerk, Council Offices, 
Caistor. 

Marco 10.—Exeter.— MATERIALS.— The Devon 
County Council invites tenders for granite, tar, socketted 
stoneware pipes, and cement. Specification of Mr. 
F. E. Simpson, Acting County Surveyor, 22, Queep- 
street. Exeter. 

MarcH 10,—St. Marylebone.—MATERIALS. — The 
Borough Council invites tenders for materials used in th 
various myanieioel services. Forms of tender of Mr. 
J. Paget Waddington, Borough Engineer, Town Hall, 
Marylebone-lane W. 

MARCH 10.—Cheadle.—MATERIALS.— The Urban 
District Council invite tenders for the supply and 
delivery of materials used in the municipal services. 
Forms of tender of Mr. A. E Jepson, acting surveyor, 
Council Offices, Cheadle, Cheshire. 

MakCH 10.—Hollingbourne.—ROAD MATERIAIS.— 
The Rural District Council of Hollingbourne invite 
tenders for road materials. Forms of tender of Mr. 
J. Kitney, surveyor, High-street, Lenham, Maidstone. 

MARCH 11.—Deptford.—MATFERIALS.—The B.C. in- 
vites tenders for the various materials required in the 
municipal services. Forms of tender of Mr. A. Purkis, 
Town Clerk, Town Hall, New Cross-road, 8.E. 

MARCH 12.—Wrexham.—ROAD MATERIALS.—The 
Denbighshire County Council invites tenders for 
granite, macadam, and chippings, tar macadam, tar 
painting, &c. Forms of tender of Mr. E. W. Jones, 
county surveyor, Wrexham. 

MARCH 12.—Rothwell.—MATERIALS.—The Rothwell 
Urban District Council invite tenders for the supply of 
materials required in the public services. Forms of 
tender at the Council Offices, Rothwell, near Leeds. 

MARCH’ 13.—Newport, on.—MATERIALS. — The 
Magor Rural District Council invite tenders for the 
upply of broken limestone and gravel. Form of 
tender of Mr. William Dowler, Clerk, Union Offices, 

Queen’s Hill, Newport, Mon. 


MARCH 13.—Hendon.—MATERIAIS.—The R.D.C. 


invites tenders for various materials. Forms of 
tender of Mr. J. A. Webb, surveyor, Council Offices, 
Stanmore. 


ee 
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MAROH 13.—Newcastle-on-Tyne.—MATERIALS.—The 
iugoovemsats =~ — a invite tenders 
materials. rms of tender of the City Engineer, 
Town Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. rma: 
MARCH 13.—Rochdale.— TRAMWAY MATERIALS.— 
The Tramways Committee invite tenders for stores 
for the year ended March 31, 1920. Forms of tender 
of the General Manager, Mr. George Webster, Tramway 
Offices, Mellor-street, Rochdale. Deposit 6s. 

MARCH 15.—Burrley.—MATERIALS.—The Highwa 
and Sewage Committee invite. tenders 2 mata 
used by the departments. Forms of tender of Mr. G. H 
Pickles, Borough Engineer, Burnley. 

MARCH J7.—Bucklow.—MATERIALS.—The Buckl 
Rural District Council invite tenders for road ae 
tools, &c. Forms of tender from Mr. R. C. Cordon’ 
highway surveyor, Knutsford. y 

MARCH 22.—Kiveton Park.—ROAD MATE —_— 
The Kiveton Rural District Council invite ~—-= 
for the supply of broken slag, granite, and tar macadam, 
for one year. Forms of tender from Mr. F. Hewitt 
Surveyor, Council Offices, Kiveton Park, near Sheffield’ 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 


Matcu 1.—Bradford.—Coprrk Rat BENDs.— 
The Corporation invites tenders for copper rail bends 
Furms of tender of Mr. W. H. 8. Dawson, Borough. 
Engineer, Town Hall, Bradford. 

MAROH 1.—Manchester.—WaATER PIPES.—The Man- 
chester Corporation Waterworks Committee invite 
tenders for the supply of about 57 tons of cast-jron 
water-pipas, six inches diam>ter, and about 2 tons of 
irregular castings. Sp2cifications, &c., of the Secretary 
Waterworks Offices, Town Hall, Manchester. er 
_ MARCH 3.—East Ham.—TRAMWAYS,+The B.C. 
invites tenders for the reconstruction and re-paving of 
tramway track in Romford road. Specification of Mr. 
J. Birch, Borough Engineer, ‘own Hall, East Ham. 
Deposit £2 2s. : 

MarCH 11.—Manchester.—TRAMWAYS.—The Tram- 
ways Committee of the Manchester Corporation invite 
tenders for the supply of (a) permanent way special 
track work ; (>) permanent way points, tongues, and 
hardened steel centres. Specifications Mr. J. M. 
McElroy, General Manager, Corporation Tramways 
5, Piccadilly, Manchester. Deposit £1 1s. ¥ 

Maron 12.—Birmingham.—TramMway RaAILs.—Th® 
Treasury Committee invite tenders for 1,200 tons of 
grooved steel girder rails. Specifications of Mr. A 
Baker, General Manager, Tramway Offices, Birmingham. 
Deposit £1 1s. 

Marcu 13.—Manchester.—RETORT HovsES.—The 
Gas Committee invites tenders for the construction 
and erection of two retort houses and vertical retort 
installations on the continuous system, coal and coke 
handling plant, &c., at the Bradford-road station. 
Specification of Mr. Fredk. A. Price, Superintendent, 
-. Department, Town Hall, Manchester. Deposit 

3. 


No DATE.—Delabole.—HEATING.—Tenders are in- 
vited for Heating the Wesleyan Church at Delabole, 
Cornwall. Particulars of Mr. Wm. Kendall, Delabole. 


ROAD, SANITARY, AND WATER 
WORKS, 


FEBRUARY 28.—Horsham.—STEAM ROLLING.— 
The County Council of West Sussex invite tenders 
for the supply on hire of steam rollers. Forms of 
tender of Mr. H. W. Bowen, M.Inst.C.E., County 
Surveyor, North-street, Horsham. 

MARCH 8.—Hereford.—Tak SPRAYING.—The County 
Council invites tenders for tar spraying and gritting 
107,500 square yards of main roads. _ Specification of 
Mr. G. H. Jack, county surveyor, Hereford. 

MARCH 8.—Tynemouth.—RESERVOIR.—The Cor- 
poration invites tenders for the construction of a 
service reservoir of 3,000,000 gallons capacity, near 
Hebron, Morpeth. Quantities of Mr. J. W. McKerrow 
od engineer, Town Hall, North Shields. Deposit 

MARCH 15.—Preston.—RAISING BRIDGE.—The Main 
Roads and Bridges Committee of the Lancashire C.C, 
invite tenders for the raising of Aye Hundred Bridge 
ante man —_ coas osenne, Specification 
oO ?. . Compton Hall, unty Bridgema: . 
Office, Preston. ' . _— 

NO DATE.~—Cheltenham.—CLRANING LAKkr.—The 
T.C. invites tenders for cleaning out lake in Pittville 
Park. Applications to Mr. J. 8S. Pickering Borough 
Engineer, Cheltenham. 


Auction Sales, 


MARCH 4 AND 5.—Wimbledon.—Mr. H. W. Smith 

will sell at the Yard Spencer Hill-road, Worple-road, 
Wimbledon, the stock, plant and machinery of a 
builder, decorator and joinery manufacturer. On 
view day prior. Catalogues from R. 8S. Bond Esq. 
Solicitor Norfolk House, Norfolk-street, Strand, W.C. 2 
and at the Auction Offices, 6, St. James’-street, Bed- 
ford-row, W.C. 1. 
* MARCH 6.—Clapham Junction.—Messrs. John T. 
Skelding & Co. will sell by order of executors, on the 
premises, 112, St. John’s Hill, 8.W., remaining stock 
and plant of builder and decorator (without reserve). 
Catalogues and particulars of auctioneers, 48, Gresham- 
street, Guildhall, E.C. 2. 

MARCH 11.—Southend.—Vessrs. Fulier Horsey 
Sons & Cassell, will sell n lots, at the B :ilding Works 
of Messrs. Baker & Wiseman, Tyler’s-aven e, South- 
end, woodwo ‘king machinery, gas engines &c, Cata- 
logues, when ready, from th: Auctioneers, 11 Billiter- 
square, E.C. 3. 


[Continued on wage 212.) 
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MARCH 11.—London.—Messrs. John T. Skelding 
& Co. will sell order of executor, on the premises, 
No, 15, Hereford-road, W., stock, plant and effects of 
builder and decorator, including 70 } mgs: of steps, 
trestles, ladders, plumber’s materials, &c. Catalogues 
and iculars of atictioneers, 48, Gresham-street, 
Guildhall, E.C. 2. 

% MARCH 11.—Wembley.—Mr. H. W. Smith will 
sell at Ecclestone Mews, 8t. John’s-road, Wembley, 
stock and plant of builder and decorator, including 
ironmongery and brasswork, contents of paint shop, 
wall paper, timber-built erection of garage, &c. Catal- 
ogues at Auction Offices, 6, Great James’-street, 
Bedford-row, W.C. 1. . 

%*MAROH 11.—Southend.—Messrs. Fuller, Horsley, 
Sons, & Cassell, will sell at the Works of Messrs. 
Baker & Wiseman, Tylers-avenue, woodworking 
machinery, national gas-engine, suction gas-plant, &c. 
Catalogues, when ready, may be had of the Auctioneers, 
11, Billiter-square, E.C. 3. 

% MARCH 18 AND THREE FOLLOWING DAYS.—Ampthill. 
—Messsr. Swaffield & Son will sell the whole of the 
Camp buildings and a large assortment of camp equip- 
ment and furniture of the Ampthill Command Depot. 
Catalogues and conditions of sale may be obtained of 
C. P. Hall, Esq., Park Farm Office, Woburn; Major 
Young, The Camp, Ampthill, or of the auctioneers, 


Ampthill. 


Sales by Tender. 


Marcu 6.—Lower Swanwick, nr. Southampton.— 
BUILvINGS &c.—The Inspection Department of the 
Ministry of Munitions have for sale certain brick-built 
and large and smali timber framed buildings with 
fixtures, miscellaneous stores, timbering poles, light 
railway lines, trolleys, &c. Full particulars with 
schedule, form of tender &c., can be seen after the 
2ist inst., on applying to the Superintendent of the 
Works, or to The Administrative Officer, (A.O.4), 
Thspection Department, Royal Arsenal, Wool wich,S.E. 


Competitions. 


Maron 31,—Carlisle—MONUMENT.—The Corpora- 
tion invite designs for monument as war memorial. 
Particulars of Mr. H, C, Marks, city surveyr, Carlisle. 

*NO DaTE.—Neweastle—The Housing Committee 
of the Newcastle-on-Tyne Corporation will receive 
competitive designs for laying out portion of their 
Walker Estate on garden area lines, containing about 
112 acres. Premiums of £100, £50, and 4125. Condi- 
tions of plan of site from Town Clerk, and deposit of 
£1 1s. A.M. Oliver, Town Clerk, Town Hall, New- 


eastle-on-Tyne. 


Public Appotntments. 


FEBRUARY 28.—Merton, Surrey.—The Merton and 
Morden Urban District Council invite applications 
for post of temporary Architectural Assistant. Appli- 
cations stating age, salary required, &c., to G. Jerram, 
A.M.I1.C.E., Engineer and Surveyor to the Council, 
Council Offices, Kingston-road, Merton, Surrey. 

FEBRUARY 28. —Stratford-upon-Avon.—The Borough 

Surveyor of Stratford-upon-Avon invites applica- 
tions tor post of Temporary Surveying and Archi- 
tectural Assistant. 

Marco 1.—Gloucester——-The Education Com- 
mittee of the Gloucestershire County Council invite 
applications for post of Chief Architectural Assistant. 
Salary £260 per annum. Applications to R.. S. 
Phillips, Architect to the Education Committee 
Shire Hall, Gloucester. 

MaRCH 3.—Newcasiie-on-Tyne.—The Education 
Committee of the County of Northumberland invite 
applications for the appointment of architect to the 
Committee. Salary £350, rising by £25 to £450. 

*MaRCH 4.—Carshalton.—The Carshalton U.D.C. 
invite applications for a temporary assistant in 
surveyor’s department for completion of new town- 

lanning scheme, &c. Applications, with particulars, 
to CG. P. Lovelock, District Council Office, Carshalton. 

%* MARCH 8.—Hanley.—The Stoke-on-Trent Educa- 
tion Committee invite applications for architectural 
assistant. Salary £150-£200 per annum. Applications 
giving particulars, &c., to W. Ludford Freeman, M.A., 
Director of Education, Education Offices, Town Hall, 
Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. 

% MARCH 15.—Swansea.—The Corporation of Swan- 
sea invite applications for the appointment of a 
quantity surveyor to act when required as deputy 
borough architect. Salary £375. Applications, stat- 
ing age, experience, together with three testimonials, 
endorsed “ Quantity Surveyor,” to the Town Clerk, 
Guildhall, Swansea. 

Marcu 17.—Cardiff.-The City of Cardiff Education 
Committee require the services of lecturer in Archi- 
tecture and Civic Design. Salary commencing at 
£400 per annum. Applications to the Principal of 
the Technical College. 


> —- 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 








NOTE.—All communications with respect to | 
and artistic matters should be addressed to “ TH 
EDITOR” (and not to any person by name); those 
relating to advertisements and other ea 
business matters should addressed to TH 
BUILDER, LTD., and not to the Editor. 

Ali communications must be authenticated by the 
name and address of the sender, whether for publication 
or not. No notice can he taken of anonymous 
communications. 

The responsibility of signed articles, letters, and 
papers at meetings rests, of course, with the authors. 
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PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS AND OTHER WORKs.* 


In these lists care is taken to enrure the accuracy of the informati i it = 
occasionally happen that, owing to building owners taking the seaponsibllity of cemacnria oa 
before plans ‘are finally apgeevel by the local authorities, ‘‘proposed”’ works, at the ase a 
ublication, have been actua, B commenced, Abbieviations:—T.C. for Town Council ;‘U.D.C. a 


rban District Council; R.D. 


for Rural District Council; E.C. for Education Ccmmittee; L.C RB 


for Local Government Board; B.G. for Board of Guardiams; L.C.C. ate 
B:C. for Borough Council; and P.C. for Parish Council. _ for London Coanty Council , 


ASHBOURNE.—A L.G.B. enquiry has been held into 
the application of the U.D.C. for a provisional order to 
authorise the borrowing of £16,000 for the improvement 
of the gas undertaking. 

BalLpov.—The U.D.C. has decided to make applica- 
tion to the L.G.B. for sanction to borrow £3,000 for the 
purposes of acquiring land on the Town Gate estate for 
a housing scheme. 

BARRHEAD.—The T.C. is in negotiation for ground 
for a local housing scheme. 

Barry.—It has been decided to prepare designs 
with estimate of cost, of a memorial hall to be erected 
at Barry Dock, with alternative seating accommo- 
dation for 1,000, 2,000 and- 3,000 persons. 

BARRYPORT.—The U.D.C. has applied to the L.G.B. 
for permission to erect 600 houses. 

BIDEFORD.—The U.D.C. has decided to purchase a 
field in Hartland-road of about three acres, which 
would be utilised for the erection of twenty-five 
cottages, and also to negotiate for the purchase of a 
portion of the Barton field at East Water, which would 
provide another twenty-five cottages. 

BINFIELD.—The parishioners have decided on a 
village hall as a war memorial. 

Boston.—The R.D.C. has provisionally agreed to 
purchase certain sites for housing. 

BRIDGWATER.—The faculty forthe proposed south- 
east chapel at St. Mary’s Church, for the purposes of a 
war memorial, has been granted, and the work will be 
commenced as soon as ible. 

Burton.—At a meeting of the War Memorial Com- 
mittee, the Advisory Committee’s recommendations 
were adopted, viz., to raise a fund for £20,000 to erect a 
monument and devote the balance to the benefit of 
incapacitated soldiers and sailors and the dependents 
of deceased men. 

CARDIFF.—The Waterworks Committee has approved 
an estimated expenditure of £11,600 for a new service 

ipe from Rhubina to Cross Inn to give a better supplv 
to Whitchurch. 

CHAPEL-EN-LE-FRITH.—The R.D.C. has decided on 
138 houses, viz. Bamford, twelve; Chapel-en-le- 
Frith, fifty ; Chinley, fifteen; Fernilee, fifteen; Har- 
tington Upper Quarter, twenty-five; and Wormbhill, 
twenty. It has been decided to purchase two fields at 
£100 an acre at Harper Hill, Buxton. 

CHARVILLE.—The R.D.C. has decided to proceed with 
a £14,000 housing scheme, the L.G.B. sanction for 
raising a loan of that amount having been received. 

CHEADLE.—Mr. J. Slater, owner of the New Haden 
Collieries, intends building 800 houses under an 
insurance scheme.—A hosiery factory is to be erected 
in the town. 

CLEETHORPES.—A scheme is being organised to erect 
a screen in St. Aidan’s Church, New Cleethorpes, to the 
memory of the 400 soldiers and mine sweepers of the 
North Ward who have died in the war. 

CowEs.—It is suggested that the war memorial for 
Cowes and East Cowes shall take the practical shape of 
one bridge over the River Medina, with a span 
of 10 ¥ 

DvuBLIN.—A chapel-of-ease for St. Laurence U’Toole’s 

rish is to be erected at Church-road. Plans have 

en passed for the erection of a new warehouse at 7 and 
8 City quay for Messrs. McCann, Verdon & Co. 

DUNFERMLINE.—At the instance of the Carnegie 
Dunfermline Trustees, Mr. Washington Browne, archi- 
tect, Edinburgh, has prepared preliminary plans for a 
concert hall and winter garden at the Bridge-street 
entrance to Pittencrieff Park and Glen. The plans 
provide for a concert hall with seating accommodation 
for 1,500 persons, promenades, and other adjuncts of 
a winter garden. 

East RETFORD.—It has been decided to erect a 
memorial hall to commemorate the late Rev. Canon 
_—— thirty years’ connection with the Parish 

urch. 

EDINBURGH.—A scheme for improving the Canongate 
area.is before a joint committee of the Corporation. 
The scheme aims at the removal of old eer d and the 
erection of fifteen blocks of three-story tenements, 
providing ninety houses of three apartments each with 
scullery and bathroom. The scheme, which embraces 
an’ area of four acres, provides for war memorial 
features. A maternity and child welfare institute, 
and a public institute and club are suggested, and in the 
centre of the crescent-shaped Canongate frontage 
formed by four blocks it is pro ed to set up a monu- 
ment to the men of the district who have fallen in the 
war. The plans also include the making of a new road- 
way from Regent-road Canongate, terminating 
opposite Milton House School. 

SKDALEMUIR.—The Committee appointed to take 
steps to raise a memorial in Eskdalemuir has decided 
to erect a monument on the vacant ground immediately 
south of the Parish Church, which has been granted 
by the Duke of Buccleuch for the purpose, and the 
ground is already being prepared. 

GHOSALL.—The U.D.C. is asking the L.G.B. for 
sanctiae to borrow £34,000 to enable 86 houses to 

uilt. 

GIRVAN.—The inhabitants have decided to erect a 
monument in memory of those who have fallen in the 
war. 

GREASBOROUGH.—Colonel Ekin, an inspector of the 
L.G.B., has visited Greasborough, to confer with the 





* See also our List of Competitions, Contracts, ete. 


U.D.C. as to the public works contempla in 
district. ‘The Clerk explained that the Comeeh ye® 
negotiating for elevated land on which to build twene 
houses along Firth-street and Scrooby-street, also t. 
make a highway from the corner of Firth-strect and 
Providence-street to Potter Hill, a distance of sixt 
ards, New Council offices were also desired and Ean 
itzwilliam had given a site at the foot of Potter Hill 
for the purpose, and plans had been prepared. Mr 
Totty, the architect, said-he estimated that the houses 
would be erected for £500 each at to-day’s prices, ex- 
= ae Ps public hall, offices, care- 
, ba storeroo Wi 
require eS OTb. % m, and mortuary, would 
INCKLEY.—Plan passed by R.D.C. :—Boot factory 
New-street, East Shilton, for Mr. I. Breward. tory, 

HOLME.—The North British Railway Co. has 
offered to sell land to the U.D.C. for housing. 

HOLYHEAD.—The U.D.C. has decided to erect a 
om hall to ae peace. 

DDERSFIELD.—Sir John Ramsden, the o 
of the Huddersfield estate, has offered’ to the ‘x 
poration a site of 1,500 square yards at the north end 
of the Parish Church burial-ground for the purposes 
BP od — tne peegeretiee have accepted 
, and a new public libra art gz 
will be erected. ° oy ey 

ILKLEY.—The U.D.C. has decided to erect a shelter 
and tea room on the moor, near to the old White 
Wells, and application is to be made to the L.G.B. 
for sanction to borrow the £575 necessary to erect 
San. 

_ ASIRKINTILLOCH.—Mrs. Thomson, of Alloa 

intimated her intention to provide a new choteh te 
memory of her father and mother, and that the church 
will be built to the designs of Mr. Macgregor Chalmers 
Glasgow. r 

LOSSIEMOUTH.—Plan passed by T.C. :—Addition 
to property of Braemorey, for Councillor Cormack. 

MAIDSTONE.—At its next meeting the T.C. will 
i ~ a ee to erect a new town hall 
and war memoria at an approximat 
20,000. + pproximate cost of 

ANCHESTER.—Lord Cawley of Prestwich has given 
£10,000 to the Ancoats Hospital for the building of 
a nurses’ home in memory of his three sons killed in 
the war. = 

MONTROSE.—Plans have been prepared and feu- 
duties fixed for Montrose Town Council’s housin 
scheme, the dwellings on Rossie Islands to be buil 
in blocks of four houses, two on the ground floor and 
two above. 

OsWEsTRY.—At a county meeting it has been 
decided that the county war memorial shall be 
suitable visible memorial in the form of a cros® oF 
statue to be erected in the county town, and after 
that all monies collected shall be pooled for the 
carrying out of a scheme for the reconstruction of the 
pore De Infirmary and the Baschurch Surgical 

ospital. 

PoPLAR.—Drainage plan? sanctioned :—At London 
Small Arms Factory, Old Ford-road, for Mr. A. Monk; 
at Napier-yard, West Ferry-road, for Messrs. Joseph 
Westwood & Co., Ltd. 

St. HELENS.—Messrs. Pilkington Bros. of the 
St. Helens Glass Works, have acquired a large tract 
of land on the Eccleston side. of the town, and are 
preparing a large house building scheme. __ 

SCARBOROUGH.—The Streets and Building Com- 
mittee has decided to take steps to acquire the Sandy 
Beds estate of 674 acres for a garden suburb. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA.—Plans passed by T.C. :—Two 
houses, house shop and stable, Fairfax-drive, for Mr. 
W. Heath ; conservatory and coal house, 1, The Leas, 
for Mr. R. G. Rudd; weighing and cloak room, 
181-8, Broadway, for the International Stores; con- 
servatory, “The Lindens,” Electric-avenue, for Mr. 
J. H. Waterhouse; motor garage, Burges-terrace, 
for Mr. C. Matthews; show room, 118 High-street, 
for Mrs. E. Weeden; motor garage, “ Tregelles,” St. 
Vincent’s-road, for Mr. A. Ewin; garage, rear of 
Sutton-road, for Mr. F. E. Scheerboom; garage, 
9, Burges-road, for Mr. C. Matthews ; addition to 
Cliff Lodge, Cliff-parade, Leigh, for Mr. J. A. Taylor; 
house, Southbourne-grove, for Mrs. W. Jay. 

STAVELEY.—The project of Mr. C. P. Markham, 
chairman of the Staveley Coal & Iron Co., Ltd., for 
building 880 houses to meet the shortage in the 
Staveley district, has been hailed with considerable 
satisfaction. The site of the proposed new “ garden 
city ’- village is the Hollingwood estate of 114 acres, 
which is separated from Ringwood Park by the main 
road from Chesterfield to Staveley. 

STOKE NEWINGTON.—Drainage plans passed by the 
B.C. :—At the “ Hare and Hounds,” 97, Stoke New- 
ington-road, for Mr. Alfred Burr; at 67, Lordship- 
road, for Messrs. M. L. & H. 8. Saunders. 50 

TAVISTOCK.—Plans of a new cinema, to seat 75 
persons, to be erected in Brook-street, with a lock-up 
shop at each side of the entrance, are before the 

D.C 


‘TODMORDEN.—A memorial, in either marble or 
mosaic, is to be erected at the Parish Church to the 
parishioners Ag ay fallen in the war. The cost 
will be abou ; . 

WANDSWORTH.—Plans passed by B.C.:—By~Mr 
J. Allsop for (a) erection of one-story workshop at 


(Continued on page 214 

















‘e 


| the 
were 


enty 


and 
sixty 


USES 
, CX- 
rare: 
ould 





Fesruary 28, 1919.] 


ee ee ee ee cilgneener a Sea w Y .* Pit <1 TAS >" tesa 44 : 


GANS THE BUILDER Bar 218 











PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS.* 


[Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials 


should be confirmed by inquiry. 


BRICKS, &c, 
Per 1,000 Alongside, in River Thames 


up to London Bridge. 8. d. 
Best Stock® .....-ccccccccccere 6 0 
Per 1000, tt wr at London Goods Siatigns. 
£ 
Fiettons ...... 2 r Hy Best Bl u e 
Best Stour- Pressed Staf- 
bridge Fire fordshire ... 7 18 
brick ...+s. 8 Do. Bullnose .. 8 3 
GuazeD BRIGKs— Blue Wire Cuts 6 23 
Best White, D'ble Str’tch’ra 24 17 
Ivory, and D'ble Headers 21 17 


Salt Glazed One Side and 
Stretchers .. 19, 7 two Ends .. 25 17 


6 
Headers....... 18 17 6 Two Sides and 


2 ® @ @e2 eaca 


Quoins, Bull- one End .... 26 17 
nose and 4#in. Splays and 
Fiate ccacess 2217 6 Squints..... 24 7 


Second Quality, £1 per 1.000 less than best. 
Glazed bricks priced at so much each, 50 per cent. 
advance on list 
Permission to be obtained from Director of Supplies 
for Fiettons, Wire Cuts, &c. 


a. d. 
Thames Ballast ........ 17 © pver yard, delivered 
of ee ee 16 0 
Thames Sand ......++.+- a ae 2 miles 
est Washed Sand ...... ee radius 
jin. Shingle for Ferro- Padding- 
Concrete .....- Bae a a ton. 
4 in. oe. 2.2 6 
Per ton. delivered in London area. 
; 8. d. s. d. 
Best Portland Cement ...... teen, a. 


Do. 61/- alongside at Vauxhall in 80-ton lots. 
Ferrocrete 2s. 6d. per ton extra on above. 
Best Ground Blue Lias Lime 2 2 6 at rly. depot. 
NoTE.—The cement or lime Is exclusive of the ordinary 
charge for sacks. The sacks are charged at 2s. 6d. 
each and credited at 2s. each if returned in good 
condition within three months. 


Grey Stone Lime ...... 55s. Od. per ton delivered. 
Stourbridge Fireclay in s’cks 37s. 6d. per ton at rly. dpt. 
STONE. 


BaTH STONE—delivered in railway trucks at s. d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 


South Lambetn, G.W.R.. per ft. cube...... 2 0 
Do. do. delivered in railway trucks at Nine 

Elms, L. & S.W.R.. per ft. cube .......... 2 13 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons at Nine Elms 

ee ee bc teeeunesdkecds 2 23 


PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, L.& S.W.R., South Lambeth 
Station, G. ‘Ww. k., and “Mileage Station. 


G.W.R., per ft. pat eaigmaga 2 103 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons at above 
OS Oe. ORs cone te esenne¥0.00 2113 


White basebed, 2d. per ft. cube extra. 
Notr.—4d. ft. ‘cube extra for every foot over 20 ft. 
average. 
RKaNboM Brocks—Per eg Cube, delivered at Rly. ey 3 
d. 
Ancaster in blocks 2 10 ~=Closeburn Red 
Beer in blocks . 2 9 Freestone ...... 3 0 
Grinshill in blocks 2 6 Red & White Mans- 
Darley Dale in fieldrandom block 4 
blocks ........ 210 Yellow Magnesian 
: Limestone do. do 3 
YORK STONE, BLUE—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station London. 
Scappled random blocks ....... Per Ft. Cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
ad eee eae Per Ft. Super 

6 in. rubbed two aides, ditto ........ ‘ 

3 in. sawn two sides slabs (random sizea) ,, 

2 in. to 2$ in. sawn one side slabs 
tt Sa teases eonereda  - 

1} in. to 2 in. ditto, ditto ........ cae > ae 
ARD York— 

Delivered at any Goods Station London. 
Scappled random blocks .......- Per Ft. Cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landing to sizes pad 40ft. 

a say OE Tee: Per Ft. Super 
6 in. rubbed two sides ditto .......... es 

in. sawn two sides slabs’(random sizes) ,, 
2 in. self-faced random flags ..Per Yard Super 


WOOD. 
TIMBER CONTROL ORDER, 1918. 
Pursuant to paragraph 3 of the Timber Control Order, 
1918, the Comtroller of Timber Supplies hereby gives 
notice that until further notice the following shall be 
the maximum prices at which imported timber may be 
sold. These prices are per standard landed and in store. 


WHITE ~ REDWOOD. 
Ist 2nd 3rdand 4th 


oe — > oe 
mie 
—— a> We 
. o @ 


mos 


QOH om m&F 
o-oo © 


unsorted 

inches £ 5. £ 8. £ 8. £ 8. 
& 2 pete ee 54 10 52 10 49 10 47 10 
© © Paes 50 10 10 45 10 43 10 
‘ x 8 eteeeew 47 10 45 10 42 10 40 10 
. 2 aaeeeaes 47 10 45 10 42 10 40 10 
S Dt Basasse 4610 4410 4110 39 10 
8 RAB iat 46 0 44 0 41 0 39 0 
ee Oe. 4510 43 10 10 38 10 
3 EE AIRE 45 10 4310 39 10 37 10 
24 to 3 x 11 53 10 5110 4810 4610 
. to3 x 9.... 48°0 -46 0 43 41 0 
2 x 7 to 8 awn 46 0 44 0 41 O 39 (0 
- x Rare 45 10 43 10 40 10 38 10 
24 a eee ae 45 10 43 10 39 10 37 10 
2 x eae” 53 10 51 10 48 10 46 10 
4 ee IN 48 0 46 0 43 0 41 0 
3 x 8 PE eer 46 10 44 10 41 10 39 10 
2 KO ecedece 46 0 44 0 41 0 39° 0 
. ek eS 45 10 43 10 40 10 38.10 
4 * : b 10 42 10 39 10 37 10 
=. Me Sete. 410 42 10 40 0 38 0 


UNSORTED LARCH WoOD a at 3rd Archangel Red- 


wood Pri 
Boards, 1st and 2nd, £1 10s. extra. 
. 3rd and 4th, £1 extra. 


WOOD (Continued). 
WHITE SEA WHITEWOOD. 


2nd and 3rd 

Ast unsorted 

£ »s. £ s. £ 8. 
3 52 0 50 0 47 0 
3 48 0 46 0 43 0 
3 46 10 44 10 41 10 
2 43 10 41 10 38 10 
2 43 10 41 10 38 10 
2 42 10 40 10 37 10 
2 42 10 40 10 37 10 
2 41 10 39 10 36 10 
2 41 10 39 10 36 10 





Boards, £1 extra per std. 


FEATHER EDGED BOARDS, £40 10s. per std. 
SAWN LATHS, 3s. per bundle. 
U/S SLATING BATTENS (yellow and white and 
strips), £35. 
SWEDISH AND NORWEGIAN FLOORING AND 
MATCHING. 


U/S Red and White. 

Per 100ft. super. Per 100 ft. super 

ifin. P.E. at 60/- i>. P.E. at 30/- 

1tin. P.E. at 50/- ip. P.B, at 25/6 

lin. P.E. at 40/- din. P.R: at 20/6 

jin. P.E. at 35/- 
T. & G. and Match Lining at 6d. per square extra, 

PLANED BOAaRDS—11 in., £45 per standard ; 10 in., 

£43 per standard; 9 in., £43 per standard: 8 in., 
£41 per standard. 


YELLOW PINE. 


Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 
Inches Ss s. & s. & 4. ct 
3 xX 7 and upe. 67 0 55 0 56010 44 0 
Lf. ee 64 0 53 0 48 | 44 0 
3 xX 10 in pecan 58 0O 48 0 44 42 0 
SO  Biséaseots« 57 0O 47 0 43 0 41 0 
/ eee 55 (0 45 0 42 0 39 «=O 
- S.C cess esns 5560 45 0 42 0 39 «(0 
3-x 6 and down 52 0 42 0 40 0 37 0O 


For complete specification and controlled prices, see 
** London Gazette,” February 7, 1919. 


Dry Wainscot Oak, per ft. 


won. asinch ....... 0 3 0 cae 
do. mm 8 24.a nd 
Dry , rm. —Honduras, 
Tabasco, African, per 
ft. super, as incn 0 3 0 4 0 
Cuba. Mahogany ....... 0.3 0 . 040 
Teak (Rangoon, Moulmein 
or Java), perload.. .. 70 0 0 8 oO 0 
American W hitewood é 
planks, ver ft. cube 1 8 0 110 0 
Scotch Glue, per lb. ..... 0 2.9 ' —_ 
Liqud Glue, pint ...... 03s 3... ne 
Per 1,000 
TILES. f.o.r. London. 
Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or ¢£ 8. d. 
Staffordshire district....-.....-..++-+- 2. es 
Ditto hand-made ditto.............. 6 7 6 
Ornamental ditto ........cscccccece wihee ae = 
Hip and valley tiles (per dozen) °..°.2... a OM ® 


METALS. 


JOISTS, GIRDERS, ANGLES, C.I. COLUMNS, &c. 
(Prices controlled by Ministry of Munitions.) 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS— 

(Discount off List for lot of not less than £4 net 
value delivered direct from works.. 5 per cent. less 
carriage forward if sent from London stocks.) 

Sizes up to and Sizes 
including 2in. 2} in. to 6 in. 
Tubes. — to. pene. 


Gas ......-e00e- 25 30 324 
re i 27h eoee 20 30 
| be 10 25 .... 20, 275 
Galvanised Gas . 25 2h cee Th 25 
Water +7) 20 Net. 224 


Steam +17} 178 2... 478 20 
L.C.C. COATED SOIL PipES—London ‘Palen ex works, 
Bends, stock Branches, 
Pipe. angles. stuck angles 
8. 8. 


d. s. d. 
Zin. peryd.in6fte.. 4 2 .. 3 1... 3 8 
2% in. - w O14 22 SS €.7 
3 in. 9 « a 2 5 6 
34 in. pe er 2 ie are -. | 
4in. - a .:s 7°y 


RAIN- WATER PIPES, &C. Bends, stock. Branches, 
. Pipe. —, stock angles 
d 


8. ° 8. 5 8. . 
2in, per yd. in 6fts. plain 2 94 .. 1° 8h... 2. 4 
2pin, ,, e oo Ot bY 06.8 CE oss SO 
3 in. os a wn tt we ewe SS 
ag ‘* eo ee aoe 4 St 
4in. pa ee 4% ..3 6 6 
L.C.C. DRAIN PIPES, 9 ft. lengths. London seca 
éin., 8s. 2d. .. 5 in.: Os. 7c 6 in... 14s. ed. 
Per ten in Lona yn. 
{RON— £ 8. d. £ 6. °d. 
Common Bars .,...... 17 10 0 ‘to 1810 0 
Staffordshire Crown Bars - 
good merchant quality 18 0 0 .. 19 0.0 
Staffordshire arked 
Bars Pe Te oe a ae oS 
Mild Steel Bars <........ 21. 0°. 0 ..° 2110 0 
Steel Bars, Ferro-Concrete 
quality, basis price ~ 1610 @ sf. 010.0 
Hoop Iron, basis price ©... 2210 0 .. 2310.0 
” * vanised .. 33 0 0 ., be 
Sheet Iron Black— 
Ordinary aimee ta. 20.6. ye - 23°-028... 23 10, 0 
’ = 4g. 28 .. 263..9 
a %6¢... 2.0: 8... @ 0.0 
Sheet iron, Galvanised flat, ordinary quality — 
Ordinary. sizes, 6 ft. by — 
2ft.wift.to20g...34 00... — )2¢ 
Ordinary sizes to 22 g. =5 
GE BF Biv s.vctc 100s 6 34 0 0..34 10 | | St 
Ordinary sizes to 26g... 36 0 0..3610 0J/4™ 


Since our last issue oil prices have been revised.—Ed.] 


METALS (Continued). 
Rw ton in Londen. 


8. d, 
Sheet Iron, Gatvanised, dat, best quality — 
Ordinary sizes to 20 g. O se 
a a» me and Nominal 
Re I ees S86 sc prices. 
Ordinary sizes to 26 a. 39 00 .,., 


Galvanised a Sheeta— 
Ordinary sizes, 6 ft. to 


Onaety sizes, 22 g. and 


8 ft. 20¢g TYUTTTCILI LT 33 0 0 ee 
Ds deulenibas sarah 33 10 @ Drices 
omnes sizes, 26g..... 3210-0 .. only. 


Best Soft Steel Sheets, 6 ft. 
by 2 ft. to 3 ft. to 20 g. 


| eee S10 6 « - 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 20 g: 

i ee eee a De a tL 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 26g. 28 10 O .. _ 
Cut Nails, 3 in. to6in..... 31 00 .. 82 00 

(Under 3 in.. usual trade extras.) 
LEAD, &c. 
Delivered in London. 
LEaD—Sheet, English,4lb. £ 8. d. 
RES coe Ge. ye - 

PUG DE SOE cesccccuce 8 os - 

Soil Pipe..... onesens ~~ C6: Bs. - 

Compo pipe .....-.... oa FD wv -_ 


NoTe—Country delivery, 20a. per ton extra ; lots under 
Cut to sizes, 2s. 


5 cwt., Is. 6d. per cwt. extra. 


Bids: to 
ead, ex London area, } aa 
D > eer per ton } 240 «0 
0., eX country, carriage om 
forwatd pepese ‘per ton } 26 ee 
COoPpPER— 
Strong Sheet....per lb. O 2 3 .. _ 
Thin Pe ca > we O. B- @--s. _ 
Copper nails .... 4, 02 8 ° _ 
Copper wire .... 4 oS & 6 ee — 
Tin—English Ingots ,, So 6... os — 
SOLDER—Plumbers’ _,, @ & B ve _ 
Tinmen’s........ ‘a . 8m wt = 
Blowpipe ..... ° « 898 6 « — 


GLASS. 


ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES AND IN SQUARES IN ORDINARY SIZES. 


Per Ft. Per Ft. 
15 oz. fourths .... 7d. 32 oz. fourths .... see 
gy. DRED coccece - Tae. thirds ...... 11d. 


21 ,, fourths .... 8d. Fluted, Obscured and 
Se a Enamelied Sheet, 

26 ,, fourths .... 9d. 15 oz. alt: 
<a TE onesies 04d. 21 ,, 
Extra price according to size acd substance for 

squares cut from stock. 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE IN CRATES OF STOCK 


SIZES. Per Ft. 
& Rolled plate (unobtainable) ..... cocccccce > 


4, Kough rolled and rough cast plate.......... 64. 
} Rough rolled and rough cast plate.........- 63d. 
Figured Kolled, Oxford Rolled, Baltic, Oceanic, 
Arctic, Stippolyte, and small and large 
1 






Flemish white ...........s4.- veseees. Ge 
dc ndenessuseoneeee ccocceve e 
SEE ta shh che kdicnansooke eivcoabus aan 
White Rolled Cathedral........... cccevees ie 
Tinted Ge T° sexnveoee bee oaie eee 8§d. 
PAINTS, &c. £6. 4. 
Raw Linseed Oil in pipes...... per gallon 0 7 6 
- me — |  . Pee a 077 
va ai » in drums .... - 0 80 
Boiled ,, » in barrels.... ped 0 8 
» in drums .... = 0 8 $4 
Turpentine Sf ee aa pei 09 
in drums (10 gall.) . 010 0 
Genuine Ground English White Lead, per ton 66 5 0 
(In not less than 5 cwt. casks.) 4 
GENUINE WHITE LEAD PAINT— 
“ Blackfriars,” ‘“‘ Nine Elms,” “ Park,” 
and other best brands (in 14 1b. tins) not 
less than 5 cwt. lota..per tondelivered 96 10 0 
Red Lead, Dry (packages extra) .. per top 51 0 O 
Best Linseed Oil Putty ........ percwt. 1 6 0 
RR Rr ecoee Por cot. 1 0 6 
Size. AD Quality... .ccccccccccces fkn. 90 56 6 
VARNISHES, &e. PE Sion 
Pithe Dele Ok... « 6506000000 88088 ageecees oc. ae es 
Pale Copal Oak ......-..ese08 on dnoen oe OB. 
a age aes Pale Elastic Oak........+.+++. -- O19 6 
Fine Extra Hard Church Oak ........... . O18 O 
Superfine Hard-drying Oak, for seats of 
ee err a tS . See 
Superfine Pale Elastic Carriage ........ “o oe 
ime Pale Mamle ..cccccccccvccccves esoce Oe 
Finest Pale Durable Copal...........«.+- , 8-88 
Extra Pale French Oil ......cscccccceces 140 
Eggshell Flatting....... Sus 60000040 240008 100 
White Pale Enamel 160 
Extra Pale Paper........... 016 0 
Best Japan Gold Size 012 0 
Best Black Japan ....iccccccccccccccece 016 0 
Oak and Mahogany Stain » +s 
Brunswick Black ........+++- ; 82 se 
rrr ret 016 O 
ROME cvecnecesesss0 6d Woéwck goveeou 110 0 | 
French and Brush Polish .........+-++++. 100 





* The information given on this page has. been 
specially compiled for Tak BUILDER and is copy right. 
Our aim in this lististo give, as far as possible, the 
averave prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of this informatioc. 
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(Continued from page 212.) 
Allsop’s Wharf, Point Pleasant, Southfield; and (6) 
for erection of laboratory, store, and mess room at 
Messrs. May & Baker's factory, The Causeway, South- 
field; by Mr. R. A. Jewell, sanitary works at Messrs. 
Hawkins, Tew & Co.'s factory, York-road, Fairfield ; 


by Mr. ©. Hutchcroft, for erection of covered way to « 


replace old garage at 310, Merton-road, Southfield ; 
by Messrs. Thornett & Co., for re-drainage of 8, Manor- 
street, Clapham North; by Messrs. J. Poulton & Son, 
for re-drainage of 1 and 2, Dalby-road, Fairfield ; 
by Mr. R. Pike, for re-drainage of 596, Garratt-lane, 
Springfield; and by Mr. F. G. Thurgood, for altera- 
tions to and re-drainage of 6 and 8, Pendennis-road, 
Streatham. 

WESTMINSTER.—The City Council pave to invite 
tenders for the carrying out of street paving at a cost 
of £56,665.—Approval has been given to the new 
building lines for the Piccadilly-circus rebuilding 
between the Circus and Jermyn-street, as shown on 
the plans of Mr. Reginald Blomfield—The Tivoli 
site in the Strand has been sold to a syndicate, and 
it is proposed to erect a “super cinema” and 
restaurant. 

. FIRES. 


ASHBOURNE.—The premises of Messrs. Hunter, 
tea merchants, of Dig-street, have been completely 
destroyed by fire. 

b« BELPER.—The hosiery works of Mr. F. Blount, 
Spencer-road, have been partially destroyed by fire. 

BRENTFORD.—Much damage has been done by fire 
to the works of Messrs. Beldam & Co., tyre manu- 
facturers. 

DUBLIN.—The Maples Hotel has been -destroyed 
by fire. 

‘quasaow.—A fire in the acid distilling chambers 
and towers of the chemical works of Messrs. Alexander 
Cross & Sons (Ltd.), Port-Dundas, Glasgow, resulted 
in damage estimated at £12,000. 

GREENWICH.—Extensive damage has been caused 
by a fire at the premises of Messrs. Hugh Baird & Sons, 
maltsters, Hope Wharf, Greenwich-road. A _ four- 
floored building, used as granary and stores, was 
nearly burned out. 

Ripon.—The premises of the Ripon Spa Garage, 
Ltd., have been burnt down. 

SANDGATE.~—The business establishments of Messrs. 
Hart, house furnishers, and Mr. A. E. Walford’s grocery 
stores, and three cottages used as warehouses by the 
latter have been destroyed by fire. 








ELECTRIC LIGHT. ELECTRIC POWER 
MALCOLM & ALLAN, Ltd. 


499, Eglinton St.. GLASGOW; 17 North St. 
Andrew St., EDINBURGH ; Goschen Buildings, 
12, Henrietta Street, Strand, LONDON, W.C.2 
Specialists in Electric Light Installations 
Large Selection Electric Motors always in stock. 
ESTIMATES GIVEN FREE. 








Luxfer Specialities 


Luxfer Prisms. Pavement Lights. 
Fleor Lights. Stallboard Lights. 
Roof Lights. Skylights. 
Dome Lights. . Ceiling Lights. 


Lantern Lights. Leaded Lights. 
Fire-resisting Glazing. 
Roof Glazing. Metal Oasements. 
Architectural Metal Work. 
16, HILL ST., FINSBURY, 


E.C.8 











MNEOTE 








TENDERS. 


Communications for insertion under this heading 
should be addressed to “The Editor,” and must 
reach us not later than 12 noon on Wednesday. 

* Denotes accepted. t Denotes provisionally aecepted. 
? Denotes recommended for acceptance. 


GLASGOW.—For repairs to road at Shieldhall 

Hospital for the Corporation :— 
*Aitken, Thomson & Sons, Pollock- 
shaws - os .. £239 8 7 


; H.M. OFFICE OF WORKS.—Accepted during 
an, :— 


Building Works: Glasgow Central Employment - 


Exchange, Sauchiehall-street, adaptation: Dick & 
Benzies, Glasgow. Engineering Services: Australian 
Headquarters, Temporary Building, Extra floor, 
Monck-street, extension to heating apparatus : Palow- 
kar & Sons, London, E.C. 





LONDON.—For laying lithomac pavement in 
Bateman-street, for the Westminster City Council :— 
*Limmer & Trinidad Asphalte Co.—£150 (with 
further charge for maintenance for 10 years). 





LONDON.—Provision of mast sockets in various 
streets for the Westminster City Council :— 
*Johns Mowlem & Co., Ltd. .. £46710 0O 





LONDON.—For supply of 609 Venetian masts for 
street decorations for the Westminster City Council :— 
tx. *John B. Lee & Sons .. £577 10 O 





LONDON.—For tar spraying macadam roads for 
the Westminster City Council :— 
With Granite With Crushed 
Chippings. Ballast. 


*H. V. Smith & Co., Ltd. 44d. 34d, 
Taroads Syndicate, Ltd. 43d. 3 7/16d. 
Johnston Bros. .. oo ©@ 7/208. 34d. 





LONDON.—For the carrying out of paviors’ and 

masons’ work for the City Corporation for six months:—— 

*Mowlem & Co.,Ltd. .. At an_ increase . of 
124 per cent. on current rates. 





LONDON.—For erection of additional lavatory 
accommodation at Buckingham Palace-road Library, 
for the Westminster City Council :— 


*Townsend & Pearson £205 0 0 
J.R. Sims 22910 O 
Burton Bros. .. 240 10 0 
Franks & Simons 260.0 0 





SOUTHEND-ON-SEA.—For repairs to chimney 
shaft at Sewerage Works for the Corporation :— 
*Custodis, Ltd., 119, Victoria-street, S.W. £165 





SOUTHEND-ON-SEA.—For repair of fuel econo- 
miser at Sewerage Works for the Corporation :— 
*E. Green & Son, Ltd. .. me -. £841 


Jd, ETRIDGE, J* 


SLATE MERCHANTS 


SLATING AND TILING 
CONTRACTORS, 





Inspections and Reports made on 


OLD on FAULTY ROOFS 


in any part of the country. 


Telephone ; Avenue 4940 (two lines), or write 


Bethnal Green Slate Works, 


BETHNAL GREEN, LONDON, E. 





[Fesruary 28, 1919, 


TRADE CATALOGUES. 


The standardisation of all materials to be 
used in connection with our national housing 
schemes is a great step towards the speedy 
solution of our difficulties, and Messrs. Sharp 
Bros. & Knight, of Burton-on-Trent, have 
sent us a simple and straightforward illustrated 
catalogue which they have issued in connection 
with window frames and doors, &c., under the 
title of ‘‘ Standardised Joinery.” 





Messrs. A. Emanuel & Sons, Ltd., Manchester. 
Square, London, W.1., have issued to the 
plumbing trade! a new price list in connection 
with their sanitary work and plumbers’ fittings, 
In glancing through it we cannot but feel that 
having consideration for the greatly increased 
cost of all raw materials, this list compares 
very favourably with pre-war lists. 

Copies of these catalogues can be obtained 
on application to the firms mentioned above, 


_ 








<4 THE 


., LONDON & 
és LANCASHIRE 


P 
eu 


FIRE 


** INSURANCE GOMPANY 
rt 


Premiums - - 
Reserve Funds - 
FIRE. 
CONSEQUENTIAL LOSS. 


ACCIDENTS. 


BURGLARY. PLATE GLASS, 
EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY, 


MARINE. 





£3,497,074 
£4,078,996 


45, Dale Street, Liverpool. 
Head Offices | 455" Leadenhall Street. E.C. 





BULLDER's W 00D- WORKING 
AND GAWING MACHINERY. 


PORTABLE ENGINES, MORTAR MILL, BUILDER'S 

STEAM HOIST, DERRICK CRANES, TRACTION 

ENGINES, SCAFFOLD POLES, WHEELBARROWS, 

TRESTLES, DOORS, WINDOWS, TABLE LEGS. 
TIMBER, SINKS, STABLE CHANNELLING. 
Our 280 page Flustrated Wood-work List, 1s. 0d. 


JENNINGS, Lrp. Bristol. 


JOINERY, 


Of every description and in any kind of Wood. 


CHAS. E. ORFEUR, LTD., 








ESTIMATES COLNE BANK WORKS, 
ON APPLICATION. COLCHESTER. 


Telephone: 0195. Telegrams: ‘“ Orfeur, Colchester.” 





BRABY’S Automatic 


SIMPLE. 


FRED“ BRABY 


& CO., LTD., 





ushing Tanks. 


’ RELIABLE, 


352 to 364, EUSTON ROAD, N.W.1 
= gr ON. 
IDA WORKS, DEPTFORD, SE 3) LOND 





